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* let my laſt end be like his; yet for 1 
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I tif taken, would be for their help and ad- 
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Firſt, Not a be wicked and fit Rill, 


_ Secondly, Not to content themſelves 
with every kind of running: But, ſaith he 
© Sorun that ye may obtain.“ Ecc, xii. 


Wn cauſe they would not loſe their ſouls, they 
they begin to run betimes, they run apace, 
they run with n run the right 
way: Mat. xiv. 26. 1 Cor iv. 13. Do 


mother, friends and companions, and 
© this that they may have the crown; 
do you ſo run: 2 Cor: vi: Some run thro”. 
= temptations, afflictions, good report, evil 
j;eport, that top may win the pearl: do 
1 4 : 1 bs run. 706 run that ye may ob- 
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I ing for a wager,” A very apt ſimilitude 
Gr 10 ſet before the eyes of the faints of the 
Lord. Know ye not thatthey which 
1 * a Tace, run Fer, bar one obtains 

Ng pr: nh ? do Tl 
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. and wiſh for heaven, but to run for it. 


Heb. xii, As if he ſhould ſay, ſome, be- 


you ſo run. Some run from both father, 


Theſe 1 are N from mens run 
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8 "Thai is, FI. not 8 run, af K ture yau - ys 15 2 
win as well as ru S run HO Yo max 

ain.“ Feine | 
I ſhall not need „ any great ado 
in opening the words at this time, but 
ſhall rather lay down one doctrine that?! 
do find in them; and in proſecuting that 
1 ſhall ſhew you, in ſome meaſure be 
ſeope of: the mel int © ace all 8 5 
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* that will have heaven; pwn... 2 1 

run for it; I ſay, they that will have heaven 

" they muft runfarig. *Ebeſeech/ you to hee _ 
it well. Know ye-npt-that hey: which ruunn 
ia race, run all; bet one obraineth the _ 
prize; So run ye. The prize is heaven, 3 A 
| ang if you will have it you muſt -run-foc IJ 
it. Tou dave another ſeriptute for this — 

| in the xiith of the Hebrews, the Iſt, 2 2 
and 3d verſes, Wherefore ſeeing -alſo,” 1 2 I 
faith the apoſſle, that we are; comp affect © 0 
about with fo great a cloud. of ED I 
let us lay afide every weight, and the os; no 
2 5 chat doth ſocaſily by Mane let us zun 1 
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_ with "HM the Race "oF is ſet befor 
1 _— And let us run, ſaith 8 
1 Again, faith Paul, Ffo run not as 5 

| certainly, ſo fight "4 $&c, WW 


IM before go 155 farther; | cht 
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-\Obderve, dae this running is not an 
BY ordinary, or any fort of runnin 75 but it is 
do be underſtood of the ſwifteſt ſort of run- 
= ning: And therefore in i'the ſixth of the 
Hebrews it is called a fleeing. * That 
: de might have ſtrong conſolation, who 
e have' fled for refuge; to lay hold on tlie 
Hos Hope ſer before us: Mark, Who have 
„ fled.“ Ie is taken from the xxth of Jo- 
mus a, concerning the man that was to flee 
=_— .to hy! city of refuge when the avenger of 
blood was hard at his heels to take verige- 
ancc on him for the offence he had commit 
| ted; therefore it is a runningor fleeing for 
Wo AT: one 8 life. A running with all "hight: and 
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Serovely, Tbis ee in "another ® 
* place is called a preſſing, Phi. R 

preſs towards the mark ;* which ſfignifieth | 43 
ys they that will have heaven; they muſt A 
not ſtick at any difficulties they meet with, 2 
but preſs, croud, and thruſt through all that 4 
may ſtand betiyeen deaden and their eus. 4 
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| Third, \ Confioings® >| 3 
This andi ng is called in another place 
Fee in 2. * way of lifes Col; 1. 14. _ 
If you continue in the faith grounded and 21 
| PRAth and be not moved away from the Y J 
FF , Hope of the golp of Chriſt. Not to unn 
2 little now ang chen, by fits and tarts, 3 
or half way, or almoſt thither, but to run 3 3 
for my life, to run through all difficylties, _ f 
| and to continue therein to the end of the £0 4 F 
| race, which'muſtbeto the end of "my life: - 2 : 4 
80 run chat ye may obtain.“ And the 
EY / . 5 keaſons for bis | 05 My; theſe⸗ 78 N 
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1 irſt, Becauſe all or every one that 
üs doth not obtain the prize; there 
+38 be many that do run, yea, and run far too, 
who yet miſs of the crown that ſtandeth 
21 at the end of the race. Ve know that all“ 
that run in a race, do not obtain the vic- 
ory: they, all run but one wins; And fo 
it is here; Luke xiii. 1 Tim. il. 5. it is 
not every, one that runnetł, nor every one 
that ſeeketh, not every one that ſtriveth 
for the maſtery, that 1 it, Tho' a 
8 man do ſtrive for the maſtery, ſaith Paul, | 
yet be is not crowned unleſs he ſtrive 
+ lawſully;”, that is, unleſs be ſo run, and 
fo ſtrive, as to have God's approbation. 
What] dooyou think that every heavy- 
heel 'd profeſſor will have heaven? What! 
every lazy one? every,wanton & fooliſh 
__— .profeſſer, that will beſt by any thing, 
Leßpt back by any thing, that ſcarce run- 


niet ſo faſt heayenward, as a ſnail ereep- 
by 5 eth on the ground? . Nay. there, are ſome 
profeſſors do not go on fo faſt in the wa 

of God, as a ſnail doth go on the 8 
and vet theſe think that heaven and hap- 
A for them; but ſtay, there be many 
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bending he that will have heaven muſt 
„„ 

Secondly, Been you know that tho Pl 
man do run; yet if he do not overcome, 
dt win, as well as run, what will they be 
the better for their Reyes, They will 


get nothing. You know t 
runneth, he doth do it that he may win 


the prize; but if he doth not obtain it, he 
_ doth loſe his labour, ſpend his pains and 
time, and that to no purpoſe, l ſay, he 


1 nothing. And, ah! how many 
ch runners will there de found at the day 
of judgment; even multitudes that have 


run, yea, tun ſo far as to come to heaven's | 


gates and not be able to get any farther, 


but there ſtand knocking when it is too 20 


late, crying, Lord, Lord, when they have 


nothing bur rebukesfor their pains, * De- 

part from me,” you come not here, you 

come too late, you run too lazily, the 
When once the maſter of - 

e houſe is rifen up, faith Chriſt, and 
bath ſhut the door, and ye begin toftand _- 
without an#'toknockſaying, Lord, Lord, 
0 OW us, 1 will fay, Ie R 
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de that run and miſs; therefore if you 
will have heaven you muſt run for it, anc 
ſo run that e may obtain.“ 3 
Thirdly, Becauſe the the way is long; 
(I ſpeak metaphorically) and there is 
many a dirty ſtep, many a high hill, much 
work to do, 4 wicked heart, world, and = 
devil to overcome: I ſay, there are many 


* 


* | fieps to be taken by thoſe that intend to 


- be ſaved, by running or walking in the | 


I +. Reps of that faith of our father Abraham. 


Out of Egypt thou muſt go through the 
the Red ſea, thou. muſt 160 a dee 


n eee through the vaſt bowl - 

© 1 N Ns 1 ' . L . „ 85 *. 
ing Wildetneſs, beſofe thou come to the 
land of promiſe. | „ 


Foutthſy, They, that will go to hea- 


ben, they muſt run for it; becauſe as the 
way is Jong, ſo the time in which they are 


do get to the end of it is very uncertain z 


F the time preſentis the only time ; thou 


' haſt no more time allotted thee than that 
thou now enjoyeft. Prov. xxvii. 1. Boaſt 
not thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou know y- 


ek notwhata day may bting forth,” Do 
not ſay, 1 have time enough. to get to 


* * 6 


 _ heaven ſeven years hence: for I tell thee ©] 


a 
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the þell may toll for thee before ſeven days 
more be ended; and when death comes, 


away thou muſt go, whether thou art . 


provided or not; and therefore look to it, 
make no delays; it is not good dallying 
with things of great concernment, as the. 
ſalvation or damnation of thy ſoul. Von 
| know he that hath a Leer way to go in a 
little time, and leſs by half than he thinks 
of, he had need run for it. 
Fifchly, They chat will have heaven; 
they muſt run for it, becauſe the devil, 
the law, fin, death, and hell, {allo 
them. There is never a poor ſoul that is 
oing to heaven, but the devil, the law, 
on death, and hell, makes after that ſoul, 


1 Pet. v. 8. The "devil your. adverſary, 


_ © as a roaring lion, goeth abouz ſeeking 
6 whom he may devour.” And I will aſus 
ou the devil is nimble, he can run apace, 
he. is light of foot, he hath overtaken 
many, he hath turn'd up their heels, and 
hath given them an everlaſting fall. Alſo 
_ the law, that can ſhoot a great way, have 
a care thou keep vut of the reach of thoſe. 
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elf farther than you are aware of; and a6 


the Angel ſaid to Lot, Gen. xix. Take 
_ © heed, look not behind thee, neither tar- 
© ry thou in all the plain (that is, ny 


where between this and heaven) left thou 


© be conſumed; ſo ſay I to thee, take | 


heed, tarry not, "leſt either the devil, hell, 


| * . death, or the featful curſes ofthe law of God ” 


do overtake thee, and throw thee down 
in the midſt of thy fins, ſo as never to riſe 
and recover again. If this were well con- 
tidered, then thou, as well as I, wouldſt 


tay, They that will have heaven muſt 
run for it. 


.. bly, They that will g0 to heaven muſt 


run for it, becauſe perchance the gates of 
© heaven may be ſhut ſhortly,” Sometimes 


ſinners have not heavenꝰs gates open to them 


ſo long as they ſuppoſe: and if they de once 


ſhut againſt a man, they are ſo heavy that 


all the men in the world, nor all the an- 


els in heaven are not able to open them. 


ev. iii. 7. I ſhut and no man can open 7 


faith Chriſt, And now if thou ſhould 


come butone quarterof an hour too late? 5 
tell thee it will coſt thee an eternity to be- 


wail thy miſery in: Francis Spira can 
| tel thee what it is to 7 AY till the gate of 


8 
8 4 
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merey be bee thut; or to run fo lazily, 
chat they be ſhut before thou get with- 
In enz What] to be ſhut out. What! 
out of heaven. Sinner, rather than loſe 
it, run for it, yea, and ſo run that. thou 
may'ſt obtain, © 
iaftly, Becauſe if chow boſe, thou loſelt- 
all; — loſeſt ſoul, God, Chriſt, heaven, 
eaſe, peace, &c. Beſiges, thou lay'f thy- 
ſelf open to all the ſhame, contempt, and 
reproach, that either God, Chriſt, faints, 
. the world, fin, the devil, and all can lay 
upon ee. Tue, wiv. 28, 295, WE- . 
As Chriſt faith of the fooliſh builder, ſa 
will 1 fay of thee, if thou be ſuch a one 
| that runs and miſſeſt; I fay, even all that 
go by will begin to mock at thee, ſay- 
ing, This man began to run well, but 
Was not able to fiwiſh.” Rut more of this 
15 anon, 1 
Queſt. But how ſhould a poor out do 
to run? For this very thing is that whi 
- aMiQteth me fore (as you ſay) to think 
| that 1 may run, and yet fall hort. Me- 
think 1 fall ſhort at laſt, O it fears me 
| __ greatly! Pra 2 5 me ra the? _ 
8 Would run? . 1 3 


. ) 


| An. That thou may'ft indeed be ſatis · is 
fred in this particular, confider theſe fol- 


"IG e | 
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If thou would'ft lo run as to obtain the 
kingdom of heaven, then be ſure that 


thou get into the way that Jeadeth thither: 
for it is a vain thing to think that ever 
thou ſhalt have the prize, though thou 
runneſt ever ſo faſt, unleſs thou art in the 


way that leads to it. Set the caſe that 


there ſhould be a man in London that 
was to run to Vork for a wager ; now tho 
he run never ſo ſwiftly, yet if he run full 


' ſouth, he might run bimſelf quickly out 


5 of breath, and be never the nearer the 


prize, but rather the farther off, Juſt ſo 
is it here, it is not ſimply the runner, nor 


yet the haſty runner, that winneth the 


crown, unleſs he be in the way that lead- 
eth thereto. I have obſerved, that little 
time which 1 have been a profeſſor, that 
there is great running to and fro, ſome 


this way and ſome that way, yet it is 3 


* 


| " 15 3 Wi” 
to be feared ich} of them are out of the 
way; and then, though they run as ſwift 


as the eagle can Wen they are benefited no- 


chigg at all. 


Here one runs a Quakings angtlier.s a 


N one again after the Baptiſm, 
and another after the Independency: here's 


one for Free-will, and another for Preſ- 


bytery, and yet poſſibly moſt of all theſe 


for heaven or hell. 


ects run quite the wrong way, and yet 
every one is for his life, his . cher 


* 


If thou now ſay, which: is the: a 


tell thee it is Chriſt the Son of Mary, the 
fon of God. Jeſus ſaith, Jobn xiv. 6. 


I am the way, the truth, and the life: 


no man cometh to the father but by me. 


So then thy buſineſs is (if thou weuldeſtt 


have ſalvation) to ſee if Chriſt be thine, 


with all his benefits; whether he hath co- 9 | 


verd thee with hisrighteouſneſs; whether he 
hath ſhewedithee that thy ſins ate waſhed | 
away with his heart's- blood, whether thou 


. have faith in him, ſo as to make a life M 
at bim to conform thee to him z that is 
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art planted into him, and Whether thou 
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1 becauſe Chiiſti is thy y righteouſ- | 


nes, and fo conſtrained to es 4 with him 


as the joy of thy heart, becauſe he' ſaveth 
thy Soul. And oe the Lord's fake take 


: hand; and do not deceive thyſelf, and think 


thouart in the way upon too flight grounds; 


for if thou miſs the way, thou wilt miſs 


of the prize, and if thou miſs of that, I am 
ſure thou wilt loſe thy ſoul, even thatſout 


| > which ls worth moe e the! hole 


we « N 
Wo We. 


of Chriſt; 


285 Anabaptiſts, tho* 1 
myſelf. I tell thee this is a ſerious 1 


world. . : 
But I "Fl nds more Slepchy ö te 5 


in my Book of the Two Covenants, and 
therefore ſhall paſs it now; only I beſeech 
| thee to have a care of thy foul, and that : 


thou may ſt ſo do, take this oounſel. 
Miſtruſt thine own firength, and chro | 
it away; down on thy knees in prayer 


to the Lord for the ſpirit of truth; ſearch 


his word for direction; ſlee Seducers* 


company; keep company with the ſound- 
eſt Chriftians, that have moſt experience 
and be ſure thou bave'a care 
"of Quakers; Ranters, Free- willers; alſo 


do not have too much company with ſome . 
under that name 


| ter, and I fear 70h will fo little _—_ 
thing, and of thy too light regard of it, 
writing to thee. Ihe Lord teach thee the 


Wil, know it. So run. 


f mands, or thinking thyſelf wer the: en 
in the fi ght of (God for that. 3 7 Peek 
neſs; But if thou canft believe that as 
al freely by the love of God thro? the te- 
not becauſe. he ſaw zny thing done, of to 
be done, in or by thee, to move him there- 


the Lord WR e e and + 


it, that the thoughts of the worth of the 
doth even make my heart ake whilſt I am 
way by his ſpirit, and then I am ſure thou 

Only by the way let me bid than, bom” 


a cargnf two things, and fo I de eee 
ideen tinge « TE: 114 


Firſt, Have a care of relying on the out- 
ward obedience to any vf God's com- 


Nen take heed of facking paced” 
fon thy ſoul ſrom any inberent righteouſ- 
thou art a ſinner, fo thou art juſtiſied 


+ demption that is in Chriſt;“ and thar 
God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven thee, 


unto to do it; for that's the right Mays 
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_ 100 thou ſhould'ſt ger into the way, fo 
1 thiw ſhould'ſt alſo be much in frudyitg 


and mufing on the way, You know men 
that would be expert in any thing, they 
are uſually much in ſtudying of that 
thing, and ſo likewiſe it is with thoſe who 
quickly grow expert in any Way; this 
therefore'thou ſhouldſt do; let thy ſtudy 
be much exereiſed about Chriſt, which is 
the way; what he is, What be hath done; 
and why he is what he is, and why' he 
hath done what he bath done; as why 
Me took upon him the form of a ſervant, 
Phil. ii. Why he was made in the 
_ * likeneſs! of men, why he cried, why he 
3 died, why he bore the {ins of the world, b 
3 2 Cor. v. 21. why he was made ſin, and 
wb he was made righteouſnels, why he 
is im heaven in the nature of man, and 
what he doth there? Be much in muſing 
of theſe things; be thinking alſo of theſe 
aces: which thou muſt not come near, 
ut leave ſome on this hand and ſome on 


that hand; as it is with thoſe that travel | 


— 


inte Set 0 coltttrics; hey * hays en 
a gate on this hand, and fuch a buſh on 


that hand, and go by ſuch a place, where, 


ſtandeth ſuch a thing: thus therefore thou fy 


muſt do, Avoid ſuch things Which are ; 25 


ex preſsly forbĩdde - in ihe word of God. 


_ Prov, v. * Withdraw thy foot too far from 


her, and come not nigh the door of her | 


1 4 for her ſteps take hold of hell, go- 


down to the chambers of Genen tl 
7 +, vii. And fo of every thing that is 
not in the way, have a care of it it; that 
thou go not by it; come not near it, 
have e ee n. 800 n 
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thou moſt ſtrip thyſelf of thoſe” things 


that may havg upon thee, to the binder. 


ing of thee in the way to the kingdom 


of heaven, as covetonſnels, pride, We, or 2 
Whatever elfe thy heart, may be indlining = 4 
_ unto; which may hinder thee in this 3 oo 
venly race. Men that run for a wager, if 4 | 

| 7: Wey intend”! two win 2 5 en as ran, 1 


8 > - IO 
— n : ' 


"Not otlly thus, but in the es 3 = 


adn Nor ble to incumber themſelves, or car- 
ty thoſe things about them, that may be 
an hindrance, to them in their | running. 
2 Cor. ix. 1 5. © Every man that ſtriveth 
or. the maſtery, is temperate in all 
6 things,” That is, he. layeth aſide every 
thing that would be any wiſe a diſadvan- 
tage to him; as ſaith the apoſtle. Heb. Il 
1. Let ys lay, aſide every. weight, and 
* the fin, that. doth fo eaſily beſet us, and 
© let us run with Patience the race that is 
* ſet before us.“ It is but a vin thing, to 
talk of going to heaven; if thou let hy 
6 heart be incumbred with ſome things. that 
would hinder, Would you not fay that 
ſuch a man would be in danger of loſing, 
tho' he run, if he fill his pockets with 
ſtones, hang heavy garments on his ſhoul- 
gers, and great lumpiſh ſhoes: on his ſeet? 
L So it is here, thou talkeſt of going to hea- 
4 pl and yet filleſt thy pocket with ſtones, 
1 e,) filleſt thy heart. with this world, 
et ſt that hang on thy ſhoulders, with its 
5 IE - profits and pleaſures : alas, alas, thou | 
— _ art widely miſtaken; if thou intend to win 
thou muſt trip, that thou muſt lay aſide 
every weight, thon muſt be temperate. 
in all things, Thou muſt 1 ruo. 
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ede if bye-paths, tate 5860 ok. 
doſt not turn into theſe lines which lead 
out of the way. There are crooked; 
paths in vrhich men go aſtray ; paths that 
lead' to death and damnation, but take 
wy of all thoſe. Le. lix. 8. Prov. iii. 
Prov. vii. 25. Some of them are 
Aged becauſe of practice, ſome be- 0 
cauſe of opinion, but mind them not, 
mind the path befote thee, look right —9 
thee, turn neither tothe right han nor the 
left, but let chine eyes fook on, even right — } 
before thee ;* Prov, 19:20:27, © Pondet = 
the paths of thy fe , and let all thy wass = 
be eſtabliſhed; | Turn not to the right 
hand nor to the left. Remove thy foot 
far from evil.” This eounfel being not 
ſo ſeriouſly taken as given, is the reaſon 
of that ſtarting from opinion to opinions TH 
- reeling this way and that way, out of. > . | 
tis lane inte that lane, and ſo miſſing the 
way to the kingdom. Tho' the way to 
| heaven be but one, yet there. are many 
_ crooked lanes | and "IAA * we 


a 5 8 
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4 a)... 
* upon it, as I may fay. And again, 


notwithitanding the kingdom of heaven | 


be the biggeſt city, yet uſually thoſe bye- 
paths ate the moſt beaten, moſt travellers 
go thoſe ways; and therefore the way to 


heaven is hard to be found, and as hard 


to de kept in, by reaſon of theſe, Yet 


nevertheleſs it isin this caſe, as it was with 
| the harlot of Jericho, Jaſb. i. 28, ſhe 
had one ſcarlet thread tied in her window, 
buy which her houſe was known; ſo it is 
| here, © the ſcarlet ſtreams of Chriſt's 


© blood run throughout the way to the 


kingdom of heaven; therefore mind 
that, ſee if thou do find. the beſprinkling 
of the blood of Chriſt in the way, and 
if thou do, be of ga cheer, thou 
« art in the right way; but bave a care 
thou beguile not thyſelf; with fancy, for 


then thou may'ſt light into any lane or 


way; but that thou may ſt not be miſtaken, 
conſider, though it ſeem. never ſo pleaſant, 
yet if thou do not find that in the middle 
of the. road, there i is written with „ the 
4 heart blood of Chriſt, that he came into. 
6 the world to ſave ſinners, and that we 


t are en ad we are. angels, 0 


1 


— 


RY 


wo 


ſhun that way; for this it is which the 
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tous, ſelf cones. And thetefore, 


1 23 


apoſtle meaneth when he ſaith, We 


have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt 


by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and 


living way which he hath conſecrated 


„ for us, thro' the veil, that is to lay, his 
6 fleſh.” How eaſy a matter is it in this 
our day, for the devil to be too cunning 
for poor ſouls, by calling his bye-paths 


the way to the kingdom ? If ſuch an o- 
pinion or fancy be but cried up, by one 


or more, the inſcription being ſet upon it 
by the devil [This is the way, of God], 
how ſpeedily, greedily, and by heaps do 


poor fimple fouls throw away themſelves 


upon it; eſpecially if it be daubed over 


with a few external acts of morality, its | | 


Oo 


ſo good ? But this is becauſe men do not Ng: 8 


know painted bye-paths from the plain 


way to the kingdom of heaven. They 

have not yet learned the true Chriſt, 5 
what his righteouſneſs is; “ neither Rae 
<« they a ſenſe of their own infufficien- 
<« cy,” but are bold, proud, prefump- 
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Do not thou be too much i in Er 


too high in thy journey heavenwards. 


You know men that run a race do not uſe 
to ſtare and gaze this way and that, nei- 
ther do they uſe to caſt up their eyes too 
high, leſt hapily, through their too much 
_ gazing with their eyes after other things, 
they may in the mean time ſtumble, and 
catch a fall. The very fame caſe is this, 
if thou gaze and ſtate alter every opinion 
and way that comes into the world; alſo 
if thou by prying overmuch into God's 
ſecret decrees, or let thy heart too much 
entertain queſtions about ſome nice, fool 
iſh curioſities, thou may'ſt ſtumble and 
fall, as many bundreds in England have 
hs, both in Ranting and Quakery, to 
their own eternal overthrow, without the 
marvellous operation of God's grace be 
- {fuddenly ſtretched forth, to bring them 
back again. Take heed therefore fol- 
How not that proud and lofty ſpirit, that, 
devil- like, cannot be 3 with his | 
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5 own ſtation. David was of an excellent 
ſpirit, where he ſaith, P/al. cxxxi. 1. 2. 
&« Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine 
<« eyes lofty, neither do I exerciſe myſelf IM 
ein great matters, or things too high for 
« me. Surely I have behaved and quiet- 9 
„ed myſelf as a child that is weaned of 
4e his mother: my ſoul is even asa weaned -. 
* child,” Do thou ſo run. : 
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open to every one that calleth after you, 
1 as you ate in your journey. Men that run, 
7 you know, if any do call after them, ſay- 
1 ing, I would ſpeak with you, or go not 
- too faſt, and you ſhall have my company 
, with you; if they run for ſome great -* 
5 matter they uſe to ſay, alas, I cannot ſtay, 
2 
2 
1 


» 
| 
' 0 . Take heed that you have not an ear 
5 
1 


I am in hafte, pray talk not to me now 

neither can I ſtay for you, I am now run- ' = 
| ning for a wager: If I win, lam made, 
- -þ if Þ loſe, I am undone, and therefore hin- 
der me not. Thus wiſe are men wen 
Fel 7 they run for 7 things, and thus | 
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ſnouldeſt thou do; and thou haſt more 
cauſe to do ſo than they, forasmuch at they 


rin but for things, that laſt not, but thou « 


for an incorruptible glory. I give thee _ 
notice of this betimes, knowing that thou _ 
ſhalt have a new call after thee, even the 
devil, fin, this world, vain company, plea- _ 
ſures, profits, eſteem among men, eaſe; _ 


_ pomp, pride, together with an innumera- 


ble company of ſuch companions; one 
crying, ſtay for me, the other ſaying, do 


not leave me behind, a third ſaying, and 


take me along with you. What will you 


go, ſaith the devil, without your fins, - 
hleaſures and profits: are you ſo haſty? 

Can you not ſtay and take theſe along with 

you, will you leave your friends and 


canipanions behind you? Can you not 
do as your neighbours do, carry the world, 
ſin, luſt, pleaſure, profit, eſteem among 
men, along with you ? Have a care thou 
does not let thy ear now. be open to the 


_ tempting, enticing, alluring, and ſoul- 
intangling flatteries of ſuch ſink-ſouls as 


theſe are. Prev, i. 1 1. + Myon,” ſaith So- 


lomon, if ſinners entice theeconſent 


t a et 
Tou know what it colt the young man 
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which Solomon ſpeaks of in the 7th of the 
Proverbs, that was inticed by a Harlot. 
Wich much fair ſpeech ſhe won him, 


ha and Cauſed him to yield, with the flat- ; 
** tering of her lips ſhe forced him; till be 
went after her as an ox goeth to the 


* flaughter, or as a fool to the correQion / 


& of the ſtocks,” even ſo far, © till the dart 


« ftruck thro' his liver, and knew not 


<< that it. was for his life. Hearken unto 
© me now therefore,” faith he, © O ye 
© children, and attend to the words of my 
„ mouth, let not thine heart declige to 
$* her ways, go not aſtray in her paths, for 


te ſhe hath caſt down many wounded, -- 
yea, many ſtrong men have been lain 


& (that is kept out of heaven) by her; 
&« her bouſe is the way to hell,” going 
« down to the chambers of Death,” 
Soul take this counſel, and ſay, Satan, 
fin, luſt, pleaſure, profit, pride, friends, 
companions, and every thing elſe, <* let ; 


me aſone, come not nigh me, for 1 


« am running for, heaven, for niy foul; 


bor God, for Chit,” from hell, inen 
«everlaſting damnation ;” if I wity, E 
win all, ande if Flofe, I loſe all, let me a- 
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lone for I will not hear. "So run. 
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In the next place, be not daunted tho” 
thou meeteſt with never ſo many diſcou- 
Tagements in thy journey. thither; that 
man that is refolved for heaven, if Sa- 
tan cannot win him by flatteries, he will 
„ endeavour to weaken him by diſcou- 
<« ragements,”” ſaying, thou art a ſinner, 
thou haſt broke God's law, thou art net 
elected, thou comeft too late, the day of 


g grace is paſt, God doth not care for thee, 


thou art lazy, with an hundted other ſug- 


geſtions; and thus it was with David 


where he ſaith, Pſal. xxvii. 1%; 14, * E 
Had fainted unleſs I bad believed to ſee 


| -" ahi loving kindnefs of the Lord, in the 
___- © land of the living.“ As if he ſhould ſay, 
..__ _ "the devil did ſo rage, and my heart was 


ſo baſe, that had I judged according to my 
_ own ſenſeand feeling, I had been abſolute- 
ly diſtracted, but I trufted to Chriſt in the 
- promiſe, and looked that God would be 
as good as his promiſe, in having metey 
upon me, an unworthy ſinner; and. this 


A — ; h 


7 f 


tw) 
is that which e me, and kent 
me from fainting. And thus muſt thou 
do when Satan, or the law or thihe own 
conſcience, do go about to diſhearten thee, 


either by the greatneſs of thy ſins, the wie- 


kedneſs of thy heart, the tediouſneſs of 
the way, the loſs of outward enjoyments, 


the hatred that thou wilt procure from 


the world, or the like; then thou muſt 


ee thyſelf with the freeneſs of 
the promiſes, the tendet-heartedneis 
4 of Chriſt, the merits of his blood, the 


„ freenefs of his inxi ita! ions to come 


Linz, the greatneſs of the fin of others at 
© have been pardoned; and that the fame 
God, through the ſame ' Chriſt, holgeth 
„forth the lame gräce as free as ver. 
If theſe be not thy meditations thou wilt 
draw very heavily in the way to heaven; 
if thou do not give up all for loft, and ſo 


knock off from following any farther; 


therefore I ſay, take dern in thy; journey, | 


and ſay to them that ſeëk thy deſtruction, 
rejoice not againſt | me, O' my enemy, 


for when I fall I Mall rife; when I fit in 
darkneſs; the Lord ſhall be a 4 unte 
© 67?” Micab vli. 8. 8⁰ run. | 746 * 
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heaven. You muſt underſtand (as L have 


already touched) that there is no man that 


that goeth to heaven but he muſt go by the 
croſs: the croſs is the ſtanding way-markz 
b ap all they that 80.0 glory muſt 
6 paſs V. rom l 354863 30-7 


„We muſt through nch tribulstion 
4 enter into the Kingdom of heaven. Vea, 


. * and all that will ive godly in -ChriſtJe- 


Take heed of Wii e N : 
thatthou mult go by befote thou come to 


« ſus/ſhall ſuffer perſecution. Ach xiv: 


232. 2 Tem. bb. 12. If thou att in thy way 
=. to the kingdom, my liſe for thine thou 


vilt come at the croſs ſhottiy (the Lord 
grant thee thou doſt not ſhrink at it ſo, 
as to turn thee back again). If any man 
vill come after me, (faith Chriſt) ſet him 


« deny, himfelf, and take up his croſs da- 


5 oh and follow me.“ Luke ix. 23. The 
_ crols ſtands, and hath food from the be- 
- ginning/as a way-mark to the kingdom 
8 heaven. You PR 1 one at mw 


. 


En 
way to ſuch 4 place, ou 0 * better di- 
rection do not only ſay, this is the way, 
dut then alſo ſay, you muſt go by ſuth a 
gate, by ſuch a ſtile, ſuch a buſh, tre, . 
bridge, or ſuch like why, ſo it is here, 
art thou enquiring the way to heaven? Eo 
Why, I tell:thee, Chriſt is the way; in- 
to him thou muſt get, into his righteouſ- 
neſs to be juſtified ; and if thou art in him, 
thou wilt preſentl ſee thecroſs, au muſi 
go cloſe by it, thou muſt touch it, nay, 
thou muſt take it up, or elſe thou wilt 
quickly go out of the way that leads to 
to heaven, and turn up ſome of thoſe 
crooked een down tothecham- 
bers of :death. FIRST: {2530 3 28 ef: 1: 
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1. 1 's bad in the Arie of juſtiſl- 

enden 2. In the doctrine of mortificdti- 
an. 3. In the doctrine of perſeverance. 
tas In lelf- denial: | 5. Patience. G Om. 
FOG. Inunion with poor ſaints. LAID * ol 
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2 man is ; forced to ſuffer the deſtruction 
of his on righteouſneſs, for the righte - 
ouſnefs of another. This is no eaſy matter 


fox a man to do, I aſſute you it ſtretcheth 


every vein im his heart hefere he will be 
brought to yield to it; + What, for a man 


© to dey, reject, abhar, and throw away 


© all his prayers, tears, alms, keeping of 


- 


Sabbath, hearing, reading; wich the reſt, 


in che point of juſtification, and to count! = 
them accyrſed, and toe be willing in the: 
very, midſt of the; ſenſe of his ſins, to 


; 5 throw himſelf wholly upon the righte- 


ouſneſs and obedience ofanother man, ab- 
horring bis own, counting it as deadly 
« fin, as the open breach of the law; I 


ſay to do this in deed and in truth, is the 


= biggeſt piece of the croſs; and therefore 


Paul called thi: a ſuffering; where 


he ſaith, And I have ſuffered the loſe 
© of fall things,“ Phil. iii, {which princi- 


pally;was his tighteouſneſs) that I might 


win Chriſt, and be found in him, not 

Thaping (but rejecting) my own righte- 
be * ouſneſs.,” That's the firſtt. 
”. _.gecondly, In the doctrine of mortifica- 


. . | . 
tion is alſo much of the exoſs, Is it no- 


thing for a man to lay hands on his vile 
opinions, on his vile ſins, of his boſom, 
fins, of his beloved, pleaſant darling fins, 
that ſtick as clofe to him as the fleſh 
ticks to the benes? What, to loſe all 
theſe brave things that my eyes behold, 
for that which I never ſaw with my eyes? 
What, to loſe my pride, my covetouſneſs, 
my vain company, ſports and pleaſures, 
and the reſt? I tell you this is no eaſy 
matter, if it were, what need all theſe 
prayers, fighs, watchings? What need 
we be ſo backward to it? Nay, doyounot 
ſee, that ſome men before they will ſet 
about this work, they will even venture 
the loſs of their fouls, heaven, God. 
_ Chriſt, and all? What means elſe all theſe — 7þ 
delays. and put-offs, ſaying, ſtay a little 2 
longer, I am-loth to leave my ſins while 
Jam ſo young, and in health? Again, 
What is the reaſon elſe that others do iet 
ſo. by the halves, coldly and ſeldom, not- 
withſtanding they are convinced over and 
over; nay, and alſo promiſe to amend, 
and yet all's in vain. I will aſſure uu, 
. © to cut off right hands, and to pluck ut 
_ © right eyes, is no pleaſure to the fem. 
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I birdly, the doctrine of perſeverance is 
alſo croſs to the fleſh, which is not only 
to begin, but for to hold out, not only 
to bid fair, and to ſay, would I had hea- 
ven, but ſo to know Chriſt, to put on 
Chriſt, and walk with Chriſt, ſo as to 
come to heaven. Indeed it's no great 
< matter to begin to look for heaven, to 
< begin to ſeek the Lord, to begin to 
ſhun ſin; O but ĩt is a very great mat- 
ter to continue with God's approbation.“ 
Numb. xiv. 24. My ſervant Caleb, 
faith God is a man of another ſpirit, he 
_ © hath followed me' (followed me always, 
he hath continually followed me) fully, 
< he ſhall poſſeſs the land.“ Almoſt all 
the many thouſands. of the children of 
Iſrael, in their generation, fell ſhort of 
perſeverance, when they walk'd from 
Egypt towards the land of Canaan. In- 
deed they went to work at firſt pretty 
willingly, but they were very ſhortwinded, 
theyaure quickly out of breath, and in 
oo hearts they turned back again into 
— __—— ee 
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Ide is an eaſy matter ſot à man to run 
hatd for a ſpurt, for a furlong, for a mile 


| 2s 


or two; O but to hold out fora hundreds = 


for a thouſand, for ten thouſand | miles» 


that man that doth this he muſt look to 


meet with a croſs, pain and wearineſs to 


the fleſh, eſpecially if as he goeth he meet- 


eth with briers and quagmires, and other 
incumbrances, that maketh his journey 
ſo much the more painful. + _ 

© Nay, do you not ſee with your eyes 


daily, that perſeverance is a very great 


part of the croſs, why elſe do men ſo ſoon 
grow weary ? I could point out many, 


that after they have followed the ways of 
God about a twelvemonth, others it may 
be two, thtee, and four (ſome more and 
ſome leſs) years, they have been beat out 
of wind, have taken up their lodging and 
_ reſt before they have got half way to hea= 


ven, ſome in this, and ſome in that ſin, 
and have ſecretly, nay, ſometimes openly 

ſaid, that the way is too ſtrait, the race 
too long, the religion tod holy, and can- 
not hold out, I can go no fartherr... 


Ad ſo like wiſe of the other three; (viz.) 
patience, ſelf-denial, communion, and 
communication with and to the poor 

_ Laints: how hard are theſe” ching! 
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it is an eaſy matter to deby another man, 


bur it not fo eaſy to deny one's ſelf; to 
deny myſelf out of love to God, to his 
goſpel, to his ſaints, of this advantage, and 


of that gain, nay, of that which otherwiſe 


I might lawfully do, were it notfor offend- 
ing them. That ſcripture is but ſeldom 


read, and ſeldomer put in practice, which 
ſaith, I will eat no fleſh while the world 
* ſtandeth, if it make my brotbertooffend,, 
in, We that are 
ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not pleaſe ourſelves,” 


x Cor. viii. 13. Aga 


© Rom. xvi. 1. But how forward, how 


haftiy, how peeviſh and ſelf reſolved are 
the generality ofthe profeſſors at this day? 
Alſo how little conſidering the poor, un- 
leſs it be to ſay, Be thou warmed and fil- 

. Jed? But to give is a ſeldom work; alfo 
eſpecially to give to any poor; I tell you 
all things are crofs to fleſh' and blood; 
and tbat man that hath but a watchful 


eye over the fleſh, and alſo ſome con- 


ſiderable meafure of \ ſtrength againſt it, 


he ſhall find his heart in theſe things like 
unto a ſtarting horſe, that is rid without a 


curbing bridle, ready to ſtart, at every | 
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1 
thing that is offenſive to him; yea, and 
ready to run away too, do what the rider 
can. 4 
It is the croſs which keepeth- thoſe that 
are kept from heaven. I am perſuaded 
were it not for the croſs, where we have 
one profeſſor, we ſhould have twenty; 
but this croſs, that is it which Ipoileth 7 8 
Ml: . 
Some men; as; I aid bufars, when | 
they come at the croſs, then they can go 
no farther, but back again to their ſins they 
"muſt go, Others they ſtumble at it, and 
break their necks ; others again when they 
ſee the croſs is approaching, they turn a- 
ſide to the left hand, or to the right hand, 
and fo think to get to heaven another way 
but they will be deceived ; For all that 
will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall 
< [mark] be ſure to ſuffer perſecution,” 
2 Tim. iii. 12. There are but few 
when they come at the croſs cry, Wel- 
come croſs, as ſome of the martyrs did 
to che ſtake they were burn'd at. There- 
fore if thou meet with the croſs in thy 
journey, in what manner ſoever it be; be 
A0. daunted, and fay, Alas! what EE 
D 8 


638 
10 do now? But rather take courage, 
knowing that by the croſs is the way to 
the kingdom. Can a man believe in 
Chriſt, and notes be hated by the devil? 
Can be make a profeſſion ot: this Chriſt, 
and that ſweetly and convincingly, and 
the children of Satan hold their tongue? 
Can darkneſs agree with light? Or the 
devil endure that Chriſt Jeſus ſhould be 
Honoured both by faith and a heavenly 
a converſation, and let that ſoul alone at 
quiet? Did you be never read, that the 
dragon perſecuted the woman ? Rev. xii, 
And that Chriſt ſaith, © In the world ye | 
tall have ene 5888 xvi. 30. 


5 i 


Tur warn Disrerion. 5 


Beg of God 1 he wild do 900 two 
t things for thee: Firſt, Enlighten thine un- 
Jdierſtanding; and ſecondly, Inflame thy 
will. If theſe two be but effectually done, 
there is no fear but thou wilt 20 ſafe \ 
heaven. „ 9 
One of the great 1 why, men and 8 5 
| women d do ſo little 19 8 the ons mod | 


N 


bs bicenkcthey ſee ſo little of i it; and the 
reaſon why they ſee ſo little of it is, be- 
cauſe they have their underſtandings dar- 
kened; and therefore ſaith Paul, Do not 
you believers walk as do other Gentiles, 
© even in the vanity of their minds, ha- 
< ving their underſtandings darkened, be- 
© ing alienated from the life of God thro?” 
the ignorance (or fooliſhneſs). that is in 
. them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
© heart,” Epb. iv. 17, 18. Walk not as 
thoſe, run not with them; alas! poor 
ſouls, they have their underſtandings dar- 
kened, their hearts blinded, and that is the 
reaſon they have ſuch low thoughts of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſalvation of their 
ſouls. For when men do come to ſee the 
things of another world, what a God, 
what a Chriſt, what a heaven, and what” 
an eternal glory there is to be enjoyed; 
alſo when they fee that it is poſſible for 
them to have a ſhate in it, I tell you ĩt will 
make them run through thick and thin 
to enjoy it. Moſes having a ſight of this 
becauſe his underſtanding was enligbtned, 
Heb. xi. 24, 25, 20, 27 He feared not 
8 the wrath of the 155 rather to 


: 


„ 


« ſuffer afflictions with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin 
© for a ſeaſon. He refuſed to be called s 
© the ſon of the king's daughter; ac- 
| couting it wonderful riches to be count 
ed worthy of ſo much as to ſuffer for Chriſt 


with the poor deſpiſed ſaints; and that 


Was, becauſe he ſaw him who was inviſi- 
ble, and had reſpeR unto the recompenſe 
of reward. And this is that which the a- 
poſtle uſually prayeth for in his epilties 
for the ſaints, namely Epb. i..18. * That 
they might know what is the hope of 
God's calling, and the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the ſaints. 
And that they might be able to compre- 
hend with all the ſaints, what is the 
< breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, and 90. know the love of Chriſt, Y 
< which paſſeth knowledge, Eph. iii. 18, 
19. Pray therefore, that "God would en- 
lighten thy underſtanding, that will be 
a very great help unto- thee, It will 
make thee endure many a hard brunt for 
Chriſt; as Paul faith, * After you were 

illuminated; ye endured a great fight of 


5 afflictions. You took Joytully' oma $ 


( 4x ) 
_ © ing of your goods, knowing in your: 
© ſelves that ye have in heaven a better 
and an enduring ſubſtance,” Heb. x. 33, 
34, 35, 36. If there be never ſuch a rare 
jewel lie juſt in a man's way. yet if he ſees 
it not, he will rather trample upon it than 
ſtoop for it, and it is becauſe he ſees it 
not. Why, ſo it is here though heaven 
be worth never ſo much, and thou haſt 
never ſo much need of it, yet if thou ſee 
it not, that is, have not thy underſtanding 
opened or enlightened to ſee, thou wilt 1 
not regard at all; therefore cry to the _ 8 
Lord for enlightening grace, and ſay, Lord, — 
open my blind eyes; Lord, take the veil — 
off my dark heart, ſnew me the things of 
the other world, and let me ſee the c 
neſs, glory, and excellency of on, for 
Win his lake. T my is the ba 
© ways, x | | „i 
Tas SECOND > DizzerION. . | 
e 1102.2: 26. apo 
"Cop to God that he ace * 
wil alſo with the things of thecther world; 
for when a man's will asu ſer to dd 
ſuch or ſuch a b s thea it muſt * a 


Ce) 


from bringing about his end. When Paul's 


wmioill wasſetrelolvedlytogoupto Jeruſalem, 


"(though it was ſignified to him before 
what he ſhould there ſuffer) he was not 
daunted at all; nay, faith he, Jam rea- 
« dy, (or willing) not only to be bound, 
« bo allo to die at Jeruſalem for the name 
© of the Lord Jeſus,” 4s xxi. 11, 12, 13. 5 
His will was inflamed with love to Chriſt, 
and therefore all the perſuaſions that 
could be uſed wrought nothing at all. 
Your felf-willed people nobody knows 
what: to do with them; we uſo to fay, 
He will have his. bwn- will, do all what 
you can. Indeed to have ſuch a will for 
heaven is an admitable advantage to a 


man that undertaketh the race thitber; a | 


man that is reſolved. and hath his will: fix- 
ed, ſaith he, I will do my beſt to advan- 
tage myſelf; will do my worſt to hin- 
der my enemies; IL will not give out as 
long as I can ftand; I will have it, or, 
I willloſe my life; S tho he kill me, yet 
© will Itruſt in biw, Job. xiti. g. 4 will not 
< lettheep xcept thoubleſs me, Gen xx xi *' 
2 Tel. 1 0 tk: O this'bleſſed N 
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81 k 


very hard matter that ſhall hinder that man | 


4 1 » be 
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_ inflamed Will for heaven? What is like 
it? If a man be willing, then any atgu- 


ment ſhall be matter of encouragement; 


but if unwilling, than any argument ſhall 


give diſcouragement; this is ſeen both in 
ſaints and ſinners; in them that are the 
children of God, and alſo thoſe that are 
the children of the devil. As, f 


"Firſt; The aber of cid, abey being 
willing and reſolved for Weg what 


could ſtop them? Could fire and fagot, 
ſword or halter, ſtinking dungeons, whips, 


bears, bulls, lions, cruel rackings, ſton- 


ings, ſtarving, nakedneſs, &c. Heb; xi. 


Rom. viii. 37. and in all theſe things they 
were more than conquerors, thro him 


that loved them; ho had alſo made them 5 


willing in the day of his power. 
Secondly, See again on the other ſide, 
the children of the devil, becauſewhey are 


not willing, how many ſhifts, and ſtarting | 


| holes will they have. I have martied a 
wife, I have à farm, I ſhall offend: my 


landlord, I ſhall offend my maſter, hall e 


loſe my ira ding go 1 ſhall loſe my pride, my 


1 ſhall be mocked. and ſcofſed, 
A. 1 


an not come. 1. 15 bach ans: 2 
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ther, will ſtay till I am older, till I am got 


a little aforehand in the world, till I have 


done this, and that, and the other buſineſs. 


But, alas! the thing is, they are not wil- 
ling; for were they but ſoundly willing, 

theſe, and a thouſand ſuch as theſe, would: 
hold them no faſter than the cords held 
Samſon, when he broke them like burnt 


flax, Judg. xv. 14. Itell you, THE WILL 


18s ALL; that's one of the chief things 
which turns the wheel either backwards 


or forwards; and God knoweth that full 


well, and ſo likewiſe doth the devil, and 


therefore they both endeavour very much 
to ſtrengthen the will of their ſervants : 


God, he is for making of his a willing peo- 
ple to ſerve him; and the devil, he doth. 


what he can to poſſeſs the will and affec- 
tion of thoſe that are his, with.love: to ſin; 


and therefore when Chriſt comes cloſe to 
the matter, indeed, ſaith he, you will not 


come to me How often would I have ga- 


thered youas a hen gathereth her chickens, 
but ye would not, Lutte xiii. 34. The devil 
had poſſeſſed their wills; and io long as he 
was ſure enough of them. O therefore cry 


hard to God to inflame thy will for bes- > | 
ven And Chriſt, " Fu will, I fay, if chat 1 


CF 


be rightly ſet for heaven, PIR wilt not 
be bear off with diſcouragements: and 
this was the reaſon, that when Jacob 
wreſtled with the angel, tho' he loft a 
limb as it were, and the hallow of his 
' thigh was put out of joint as he wreſtled 
with him, yet, faith he, Iwill not mark, 
I will not] let thee go, except thou bleſs 
me, Gen. xxxij. 24, 25. Get thy will tipt 
with the heavenly grace and reſolution 
againſt all diſcouragements, and then thou 
— full ſpeed for heaven; but if thou 
ulter in thy WILL, and be not found 
there, thou wilt run hobbling and halting 
all the way thou runneſt, and alſo to be 
ſure thou wilt fall ſhort at laſt. The 
Lord give thee a WILL and courage. 
Thus have I done with directing thee 
how to run to the kingdom; be ſure thou 
keep in memory what I have faid unto 
thee, left thou loſe thy way. But becauſe © 
I would have thee think of them, take 
all in ſhort in this little bit of paper. 
Firſt, get into the way. 2. Then ſtady 
on it. 3. Then ſtrip, and lay aſide every” 


F bunt chat would hinder. 4. Beware of 
ea 5. Do not Lg and away 0 


"SY 
much about thee, and be ſure to oe; | 
the path of thy feet. 6. Do not ſtop for, 
any that call after thee, whether it be the 
world, the fleſh, or the devil, for all theſe 
will bin er thy journey if poſſible. 7. Be 
not daunted withany diſcouragements thou 
meeteſt with as thou goeſt. 8. Take heed 
of ſtumbling at the Nn And, 9. Cry 
hard to God for an enlightened. heart, and 
a willing mind, and God give thee a 
_ proſperous j journey. | 

Vet before 1 do quite take my 1 of 
thee, let me give thee a few motives along 
with thee. It may be they will be as good 
2s a pair of ſpurs to prick on thy lumpiſh 

heart in this rich ee | Ty 
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Confider there i is no way but ils thou 
muſt either win or loſe: If thou winneſt 
then heaven, God, Chriſt, glory, eaſe, 
peace, life, yea, life eternal is thine; thou 

muſt be made equal to the angels in hea- 
ven, thou ſhalt ſorrow no more, ſigh no 
feel no more, more pain; Js W ſhalt be 


( 47 ) 
out of the reach of fin, hell, death, the 
gevil, the grave, and whatever elle may 
endeavour thy hurt: But contrariwiſe, and 
if thou loſe, then thy loſs is heaven, glory, 
God, Chriſt, eaſe, peace, and whatever 
elſe which tendeth to make eternity com- 
fortable to the ſaints; beſides, thou pro- A 
cureſt eternal death, ſorrow, pain, black- 44 
neſs and darkneſs, fellowſhip with devils, b 

together with the EO damnation .Þ 
40 thy own foul: 5 15 43 
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Conſider that ede this hell, mY 9 

and damnation followeth after thee as 

| hard as they can drive, and have their f 

commiſſion ſo to do by this law, againſt 

which thou haſt ſinned, and therefore for | 
the Lord's 8 ſake make hate, 8. 1 74 ws 


an 


Tur Trump Morivz. : TIE 


1 they ſeize upon thes, bai thou get 1 
to tl the city of refuge, they will pur an ER £ 
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OS ©} 
verlaſting ſtop to thy e This allo 
ride An for i it, 


90 Tur FOURTH 1 Mortvx. ; 


Know alſo, that nord besen gates, the 


heart of Cbrig, with his arms, are wide 


open, to receive thee. O methinks that 


this conſideration, that the devil follow - 


eth after to deſtroy, and that Chriſt ſtand- 


eth open arm'd to receive, ſhould make 
thee reach out and fly with all haſte and 
| ſpeed. And therefore, | 


Tart FIrrH MoTive, 


Keep thine eye upon the prize, be ſure 
that thy eyes be continually upon the pro- 


fit thou are like to get. The reaſon why 
men-are apt to faint in their race to hea- 


ven, it lyeth chiefly i in either of theſe two 


things. £1] 
Firſt, They do not ſeriouly confider 


5 the worth of the prize; or elſe if they do, 
5 15 they are afraid. it is too good for them: = 


A 


( 49 ) | 


But moſt loſe heaven for want of confi- 


dering the price and the worth of it. And 
therefore, that thou may'ſt not do the 
like, keep thy eye much upon the excel- 


jency, the ſ veetneſs, the beauty, the com- 
fort, the peace that is to be had there by 


thoſe that win the prize. This is that 


which made the apoſtle run through any 
thing; good report, evil report, perſecu- 
tion, affliction, hunger, nakedneſs, peril 


by ſea, and peril by land, bonds and 


and impriſonments: alſo it made- others 


endure to be ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, to have 


their eyes bored out with augers, their 
bodies broiled on gridirons, their tongues 


cut out of their mouths, boiled in cauld- 
rons, thrown to the wild beaſts, burned 
at the ſtake, whipt at poſts, and a thou- _ 
ſand other fearful torments, while they 
looked not at the things that are ſeen, 
(as the things of this World), but at the 
things that are not ſeen; for the things that 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things that 


are not ſeen are eternal, 2. Cor, iv. 18. 
O this word ETERNAL, that, Was it 


which made them when they might. have by 


8 gelnerghcs, * would not ert 


1 f 
of it. Rom. xi. 35. For they knew in the 
world to come, they ſhould have a better 
reſurrection. 
Secondly, And do not let the thoughts 
of the rareneſs of the place make thee ſay 
in thy heart, this is too good for me; for 
I tell thee, heaven is prepared for whoſo- 
ever will accept of it, and they will be 
entertained with hearty good welcome : 
Conſider therefore, that as bad as thou 
=| haſt got thither; thither went ſcrubbed 
= beggerly Lazarus, &c. nay, it is prepared 
for the poor; <Hearken my beloved bre- 
thren, ſaith James, [take notice of it] hath | 
not God choſen the poor of this world, 
Tich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom?” 
James ii. 5. Therefore take heart and run 
man. 


Tur sera Morive. 8 


Think moch of tem that are gone 
before. Firft, How readily they got into 
the kingdom. Secondly, how ſafe the 

are in the arms of Jesus; would they 
be here again for a thooſand worlds? Or _ 
if "ny were, would hd be afraid that. 
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Thirdly, What they would judge of thee, 
if they knew thy heart began to fail thee 
in thy journey, or thy fins began to allure 
thee, or to perſuade thee to ftop thy race; 
would they not call thee a thouſand fools; 


and ſay, O that he did but ſee what we 


fee, feel what we feel, and taſte of the 
dainties that we taſte of. O, if he were 
one quarter of and hour to bebold, to ſee, 
to feel, to taſte, and enjoy but the thou- 
ſand part of what we enjoy! What would 
he do! What would he ſuffer! What 


5 would he leave undone! Would he fa- 


vour ſin? Would he love this world be- 
low ? Would he be afraid of friends, or 


ſhrink at the moſt fearful threatenings that 
the greateſt tyrants could invent to give . 


him? Nay, thoſe who have had but a 


fight of theſe things by faith, when they) 7 6 
have been as far off from 1 as heaven 
from earth, yet they have been aber P55 
with a comfortable and merr 


the bird that ſings in the ſpring; "Tat: : 


this and more {hall not keep them from 


running to heaven. Sometimes, when my 


5 bais heart hath. been 5 to tale | 


So: 
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( 32 ) 
world, and to loiter in my journey to- 
wards heaven, the very conſideration of 
the glorious ſaints and angels in heaven, 
what they enjoy, and what low thoughts 
they have of the things of this world, to- 
gether how they would befool me, if they 
did but know that my heart was drawing 
back, hath cauſed me to ruſh forward, 
to diſdain theſe poor, low, empty, beg- 
garly things, and to ſay to my ſoul; Come 
foul, let us not be weary; let us ſee what 
this braven is; let us even venture all wr 
for it, and try if that will quit for coſt. 
Surely, Abraham, David, Paul, and the 
reſt of the ſaints of God, were as wiſe as 
any are now, and yet they Joſt all for this 
glorious kingdom, O therefore throw 
away ſtinking luſts, follow after righte- 
_ ouſneſs, love the Lox D Jesvs, devote 
thyſelf unto his fear, I'II warrant thee he 
will give unto thee a goodly recompenſe. 
Reader, what fay'ſt thou to this? Art 
thou reſolved to follow me: Pays: reſolve. 
if thou canſt to get before me. 8o run, 
that ye _ obtan. th e 
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Tut SEVENTH Morrys, | N 


To encourage thee a little farther, Ser 
to the work,” and when thou haft run thy 
ſelf down weary, then the Lord Jeſus will 
take thee up and carry thee; is not this 
enough to make any poor ſoul begin this 
race? Thou ( thine erieſt, O but Iam 
feeble, 1 am A 85 &c. Well, but Chriſt 
hath a boſom, confider therefore when 


thou haſt run thyſelf down weaty, he will 


put thee in his boſom, * He ſha gather 


his lambs with his arms, and carry them 


in his boſom, and mall gently lead thoſe 
that are with young, Ia. Xl. 11. This 
is the way that fathers take to encourage 
their children, ſaying, Run ſweet babe 
till thou art weary, and then I will take 
thee up and Carty thee, He will gather 
bis lambs with his arms, and carty them 


in his boſom; when 38 are weary, they 
mall ride. 8 i 5 25 12.5 925 ny 2 . 4 0 | 
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TE EIGHTH Morive. | EOS 
= On: elſe he will convey new firengeh 5 
of alt heaven into oi lan which will be 


( $4 ) 

as well. The youths ſhall +) and be 
weary, and the young men ſhall utterly 
fail; but they that wait upon the Lord 


ſhall renew their ftrength; they ſhall 


mount up with wings like eagles, they 
ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall 
walk, and not be faint,” I/. xl. 30. 31. 
What ſhall I fay, beſides what hath al- 
ready been ſaid? Thou ſhalt have good 
and eaſy lodging, good and wholeſome 
diet, the boſom of Chtiſt to lie in, the 
joys of heaven to feed on: Shall I ſpeak 


of the ſatiety, and of the duration of all 


theſe? Verily, to deſcribe them to the 
height, is a work too hard for me to do. 


* 
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TRE nintTa MorTivE. 


"Again, methinks the very induſtry of 
the devil, and the induſtry of his ſervants, . 


&c. ſhould make you that have a deſire 
to heaven and happineſs to run apace. 
Why, the devil, he will loſe no time, fpare 
no pains, neither will his ſervants; both 


do ſeek! the deſtruction of themſelves and 


others; and ſhall not'we be as induſtrious 


. 


th) | 


for our own ſalvation? ſhall the world ven- 
ture the damnation of their ſouls for a poor 
corruptiblecrown; andſhallnot we venture 
the loſs of a few trifles for an eternal crown? 
Shall they venture the loſs ofeternal friends, 
as God to love, Chriſt to redeem, the Ho- 
ly Spirit to comfort; heaven for habitati- 
on, ſaints and angels for company, and all 
this to get and hold communion with din 
and this world, and a few baſe drunken, 
ſwearing, lying, covetous wretches, like 
themſelves? And ſhall we not labour as 
hard, run as faſt, ſeek as diligently; nay, 
a hundred times more diligently, for the 
company of theſe glorious, eternal friends, 
tho* with the loſs of ſuch as i theſe, nay, 
with the loſs of ten thouſand times bet= 
ter than theſe poor low, baſe, contemp- 
tible things? Shall it be ſaid at the laſt 
je day, That wicked men made more haſte 
£5. towards hell, than you did make to he- 
ven? That they ſpent more hours, days, 
and that early and late for hell, than thou 
ſpent fox that which is ten thouſand times 
detter? O let it not be ſo, but run 000 ws, 
7s e ang Mn Ow. 1 
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Thus you ſee, I have here ken ſome- 
| tis. though but little. Now.I come 


to make ſome uſe and „ eg of what 
hank been ſaid, and ih A 


Tuk FIRST Usk. 


1 fee hats, that he that will go to 
$ekED he muſt run for it: Vea, and not 
only run, but ſo run, that is (as 1 have 
ſaid), fo run earneſtly, to run continually, 
to ſtrip of every thing that would hinder 
him in his race with the reſt; well then 
do ſo run. | 
1. And now let us examine a little. 
Art thou got into the right way? Art thou 

in Chriſt's righteouſnefs? Do not ſay yes 
in thy heart, when in truth there is no 
fuch matter. It is a dangerous thing, you 
know, for a man to think he is in the 
right way, when he is in the wrong. - Teis 
the next way for him to loſe his way, and 
not only ſo, but if he Tun for heaven, as 
thou ſay ſt thou do'ſt, even to loſe that 
too. O this is the miſery of moſt men! 
To perſuade themſelves that they run 


1 
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light, when they never had one foot in 


the way! The Lord give thecunderſtand- 
ing here, or elſe thou art undone for ever 
Pr'ythee, foul, ſearch when was't thou 
turned out of thy ſins and righteouſneſs, 
into the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt? I 
ſay, doſt thou ſee thyſelf in him? And is 


he more precious to thee than the whole 


world? Is thy mind always muſing on 


him, and alſo to be walking with him? 


Doſt thou count his company preciouſer 
than the whole world? Doſt thou count 
all things but poor, lifeleſs, empty, vain 
things without communion with him ? 


Doth his company ſweeten all things? 
And his abſence embitter all things? 


Soul, I beſezch thee be ſerious, and lay it 


to heart) and do not take things of ſuch 


_ weighty concernment, as the ſalvation or 


| damnation of thy fouls without good 


ground, 


2. Art thou x Pk of the. things, of 
this world, as pride, pleaſures, - profits, 
luſls, vanities? What doſt thou think to 
run faſt enough, with the world, thy ſins, 
and luſts, in thy heart? I tell thee, ſoul, 
they that have laid aſide, every weight,” 
every ſin, and are got into the nimbleſt 
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poſture, they find work enough 
ſo to run as to hold out. 

To run through all that oppoſniogall 
the joſtles, all theſe rubs, over all them 
ſtumbling- blocks, over all them ſnares, 
from all thoſe entanglements, that the 
devil, fin, the world, and their own hearts 
lay before them. I tel} thee, if thou are 
going heavenward, thou wilt find it no 


to run; 


NE _ ſmall, or eaſy matter, Art thou therefore 


diſcharg'd and unladen of theſe things ? 
Never talk of going to heaven if thou art 
not. It is to be feared thou wilt be found 
among the many that will ſeek to enter in, 


ah gs not be able, Luke xiii. * 


Tax SECOND Pew: 


If fo, then i in the next plate, what wilt 
become of them that are grown weary 
| before they are got half way thither; 
Why, man, it is be that holdeth out to 
the end that muſt be ſaved; it is he that 
overcometh, that ſhall inherit all things; 
is not every one that begins. ARPA 
e 2 fair ſtep wag a _O_ be . 
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almoſt into the boſom of Chriſt in leſs 
than half an hour. Thou,” ſaith he to 
Paul, thou haſt almoſt perſuaded me to be 
a Chriſtian,” 4s xvii, 28. Ab! but it 
was but almoſt; and ſo he had as good 
have been never a whit; he ſtept fair in- 
deed, but yet he ſtept ſhort; he was hot 
while be was at it, but was quickly ont 
of wind, O this but almoſt! I tell you, 

tis but almoſt, it loſt his ſoul. Methinkss 
I have ſeen ſometimes how. thoſe poor 
wretches that get but almoſt to heaven, 
how fearfully their almoſt, and their but 
almoſt, will torment them in hell. When 
they ſhall cry out in the bitterneſs of their 
ſoul, ſaying, Almoſt 3 Chriſtian, I was 
almoſt got into the kingdom, almoſt out 
of the hands of the devil, almoſt out of 
my fins, almoſt from under the curſe f 
God: Almoſt, and that was all, almoſt | 
but not altogether, O that I ſhould be 
almoſt at heaven, and ſhould not go quite 
through! Friend, it is a ſad thing to ſit 
down before we are in heaven, and ta 
grow weary before we come to the place 
of reſt; and if it ſhould be thy caſe Iam 
. fure thou doſt not ſo run as to obtain. 
But again, 5 OR 1 


(& ) 


THE THIRD USE. 


In the next place, What then wil! be: 
come vf them, that ſometime ſince were 
running poſt-haſte to heaven, (inſomuch 
that they ſeem'd to outſtrip many) but 

now are running as faſt back again; Do 
you think thoſe will ever come thither? 
What! to run back again, back again to 
fin, to the world, to the devil, back again 
to the luſt of the fleſh. Oh! It had been 
better for them not to have known the 
way of righteouſneſs, then after they have 
known it, to turn (to turn back again) 

from the holy commandment,” 2 Pet. ii. 
21, 22. Thoſe men ſhall not only be 

damned for fin, but for profeſſing to all 
the world, that ſin is better than Chriſt; 
ſot the man that runs back again, he doth 
as good as fay, I have tried Chriſt, and 1 
have tried fin, and I do not find fo much 
profit in Chriſt as in fin. I ſay, this man 
declareth this, even by his running back, 
again. O fad! what a doom will they have, 
who were almoſt at heaven-gates, and 
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1 
then run back again? If any man draweth 
back, ſaith Chriſt, my ſou] ſhall have no 
pleaſure in him,” Heb. x. 38. Again, No 
man having put his hand to the plough, . 
(that is, ſet forward in the ways of God,) 
and looking back, (turning back again) is 
fit for the kingdom of heaven.“ And if 
not fit for the kingdom of heaven, then for 
certain he muſt needs be fit for the fire of 
hell: And therefore, (ſaith the apoſtle) 
thoſe that bring forth theſe apoſtatizing 
fruits, as briers and thorns, are rejected, 
being nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to 
be burned,” Heb. vi. 8. O there is never 
another Chriſt to ſave them, by bleeding 
and dy ing for them] And if they neglect 

(then how ſhall they eſcape, that reject 
and turn their backs upon) ſo great fal- 
vation? And if the righteous, (that is, they 
that run for it, will find work enough to 
ger to heaven,) then where will the un- 
godly backſliding ſinner appear, Zeb. ii. 
3. O if Judas the traitor, or Francis Spira 
the backſlider, were but now alive in the 
world to whiſper theſe men in the ear a 
little, and tell them what it coſt their 
- fouls-for May ſurely it would ſtick 


( 62. ) 


by them, and make them afraid of runs 
ning back again, ſo long as they had one 
day to live in the warls, 
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Tus! FOURTH Vas. 


50 again, Fourthly, how unlike to theſe 
men's paſſions will thoſe be, that have all 
this while ſat ſtill, and have not ſo much 
as ſet one foot forward to the kingdom of 
heaven, Surely he that backſlideth, and 
be that ſitteth ſtill in fin, they are both 
of one mind; the one he will not ſtir, be · 
cCauſe he lava his ſins, and the things of 
this world; the other, he runs back again, 
becauſe be perk bis ſins, and the things 
of this world., Is it one and the ſame 
thing? They are all one here, and ſhall 
not one and the ſame hell hold them here- - 
| after? He is an ungadly one that never 
looked after Chtiſt, and he is an ungodly 
one that did once hk after him, and then 
ran quite back again; and therefore that 
word muſt certainly drop out of the mouth 
ol Chriſt againſt them both; © Depart/from 
me ye curled into everlaſting ftie, prepa- 
red for thedeviland his angels, Aan i. 5. 
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TREE FIFTH Usx. 


A here you may ſee in the next 
place, that is, they that will have heaven, 
muſt run for it; then this calls aloud to 

. them that began but a while ſince to run, 
I fay for them to mend their pace if they 
intend to win; you know that they which 
come hindmoſt, had need run faſteſt. 
Friend, I tell thee, there be them that have 
run ten years to thy one, nay, twenty to 
fve, and yet if thou talk with them, ſome- 
times they will ſay, they doubt they will 

come late enough. How then will it be 
with thee? Look to it therefore that thou 
delay no time, not anhour's time, but part 
ſpeedily with all, with every thing that is 
an hindrance to thee in thy journey, and 
run; yea, and ſo run that thou * ob- 
rain. {AB EE ; i 5 
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'T HE SIXTH Use. 


Again, ſixtbly, Yeu that are old pre= | 
2 
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 feſſors, take you heed that the young ſtrip- 
lings of Jeſus, that began to ſtrip but the 
other day, do not out-run you, ſoas to have 
that ſcripture fulfilled on you, T he firſt 
ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt, which will 
be a ſhame to you, and a credit for them. 
What, for a young ſoldier to be more cou- 
Tageous than he that hath been uſed to 
wars. To you that are hindmoſt, Þ ſay, 
ftrive to out-run them that are before 
you; and you that are foremoſt, I ſay, 
hold your ground, and keep before them 
in faith and love, if poſſible, for indeed 
that is the right running, for one to ſtrive 
to out-run another; even for the hind- 
moſt to endeavour to overtake the fore- 
moſt, and he that is before ſhould be ſure 
to lay out himſelf to keep his ground, 

even to the very utmoſt. But then, 


THE SEVEN TH Us E. 


Again, how baſely do they behave 

themſelves, how unlike are they to win, 
that think it enough to keep company 
with the hindmoſtf There are ſome men 


* 5 


1 
that profeſs themſelves ſuch as run for 
heaven, as well as any, yet if there be but 
any lazy, ſlothful, cold half-hearted pro- 
feffors in the country, they will be ſure 
to take example by them; they think 
if they can but keep pace with them, 
thay ſhall do fair; but theſe do not con- 
ſider that the hindmoſt loſe chef prize. | 
You may know if you will, that it coft 
the fooliſh virgins dear, for their coming 
too late. They that were ready went in 
with him, and the door was ſhut. After 
ward | mark afterward] came the other 
(the fooliſh virgins) ſaying, Lord open to 
us: But he an{wered, and ſaid, depart, I 
know you not, Mat. 2 55 Depart, lazy 
profeſſors, flothful profeſſors. O, me- 
thinks the word of God is ſo plain for the 
overthrow of your lazy ꝓrofeſſors, that it 
is to be wondered men do not take more 
notice of it. How was Lot's wife fetved 
for running lazily, and ſor giving but one 
look behind her after the things he left 
in Sodom? How, was Efau ſerved for ſtay⸗ 
ing too long before he came for Hebleſ- 
fing! And how were they ſetycd that are 
mentioned i in the 1 3th of ö 
| F'3 
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| ing till the door was ſhut? alfo the fooliſh 


virgins? An heavy after-groan will they 
give that have ſtayed too long, Gen. xix. 
26. Heb. xii. 17. It turned Lot's wife 


into a pillar of ſalt; it made Eſau weep 
with an exceeding loud and bitter cry: it 
made Judas hang bimfelf; yea, and it 
will make three. curſe the day in which 
thou waſt born, if thou miſs of the king- 


dom, as thou wilt certainly do, if new be 


Wy courſe. But, 


"Thin EIGHTH Toa! | 


Agile, how and. if: don by thy ay 


running ſhouldſt not only deſtroy thyſelf, 
but 2lfo thereby be the cauſe of the dam- 


nation of ſome athers; for thou being a 
profeſſor thou muſt think that others will 
take notice of thee; and becauſe thou art 


but a poor, cold, lazy runner, and one 


that ſeeks to a the world and pleaſure 


8 2355 wich thee: 25 805 0 ones 


1 
riches, profits; he loveth vain company, 

and he is fo and ſo, and profeſſeth that he 
is going for heaven; yea, and he ſaith alſo 
he doth not fear but he ſhall have enter- 
tainment; let-us therefore keep pace with 
him, we ſhall fare no worſe than he, O 

how fearful a thing will it be, if that 

thou thalt be inſtrumental to the ruin of 
others, by thy halting in the way of righ- 
teouſnefs! look to it, thou wilt have 
ſtrength little enough to appear before 
God, to give an account of the loſs 
of thing own. foul; thou needeſt not 
have fo give an account for others, or 
why thou didſt ſtop. them from entring 


in. How wilt thou anſwer that ſaying, ” 


You would not enter in yourſelves, and 
them that would you hindered; for that 
ſaying will be eminently fulfilled on them 
that thro* their own idleneſs do Keep 
themſclves out of heaven, and by giving 
of others the ſame. example hinder them 
alfo. SL — n $510: 3-8 Tote 
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Firſt, I beſeech you in the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that none of you do 
run ſo lazily in the way to heaven, as to 
hinder either yourſelves or others, [ 
know that even he which runs lazieſt, if 
he ſhould ſee a man running for a tempo- 
ral life, if be ſhould ſo much neglect his 
own well-being in this world, as to ven- 


ture, when he is a running for his life, to 


pick up bere and there a lock of wool that 
hangeth by the way- ſide, or to ſtep now 
and then aſide out of the way for to gather 
up a ſtraw or two, or any rotten ſticx; 
I ſay, if be ſhould do this when he is a 
running for his life, thou would ſt con- 
demn bim; and doſt thou not con- 
demn thyſelt, that doſt the very ſame, in 
effect; nay worſe, that loitereſt in thy race, 
notwithſtanding thy ſoul, heaven, glory, 
and all is at ſtake. Have a cate, have a 
Care, poor wretched finner have a care. 
- _  » Secondly, If yet there ſhall be any, that 
notwithſtanding this advice, will {till be 
| ſtaggering and loitering in the way to the 
kingdom vf glory, be thou ſo wiſe as not 
to take example by them. Learn of no 
man fatther than he: followeth,. Chriſt : 
Ras aol, inte Je whe is not ly che 


r 
the Author and Finiſher of faith, hut who 
did, for the joy that was ſet before him, 
endure the croſs, deſpiſe the ſhame, and is 
now ſet down at the right hand ef God, 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. 1 ſay, look to no man to 
learn of him no farther than he followeth 
Chriſt. Be ye followers of me (faith Paul) 
even as I am of Chriſt,“ 1 Cor. xi. 1. 
Though he was an eminent man yet his 
exhortation was, that none ſhould fol- 


low him any farther than be: fallend 
uin | 82 


PnorocariO. 


1 Now mit ye may be provoked to run 
with the foremoſt, take notice of this. 
When Lot and his wife was running 
from curſed Sodom to the mountains. to 
ſave their lives, it is ſaid, that his wife 
looked back from behind him, and ſhe 
became a pillar of falt; and yet you ſee 
that neither her practice, nor the judgment 
of God that fell upon her for the ſame 
would cauſe Lot to look behind him. * 
have ſometimes wondered at Lot in this 


F 
particular; his wiſe looked behind her 
and died immediately, but let what would 
become of her, Lot would not ſo much as 
look behind him to ſee her; we do not 
read that he did ſo much as once look 
where ſhe was, or what was become of 
her, his heart was indeed upon his jour- 
ney, and well it might; there was the - 
mountain before him, and the fire and 
brimſtone, behind him; his life lay at take, 
and he had loſt it, if he had but looked 
behind him. Do thou ſo run? And n thy 
race remember Lot's wife, and remem- 
ber her doom; and remember for what 
that doom did overtake her; and re- 
member that God made her an example 
for all lazy runners to the end of. the 
world; and take heed thou fall not after 
the ſame example. But 
If this will not provoke thee, bier 
thus, 1. Thy ſoul is thy own ſoul, that 
that is either to be ſav'd or loſt; thou 
ſhalt not loſe my ſoul by thy lazineſs: It 
is thy own ſoul, thy own eafe, thy o·.wWn 
peace, thy own advantage or diſadvan- 
tage. If it were my own that thou art de- 
fred to be S unto, methinks reaſon L 
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mould move thee ſomewhat to pity it: 


But alas! it is thy own, thy own ſoul, 
What ſhall it profit a man if he ſhall gain 
the whole world and loſe his own Gul, ? 


Mat. viii. 36. God's people wiſh well 
to the ſouls of others, and wilt not thou 
with well to thy own: And if this will not 


- provoke thee then think 


Again, 2. If thou loſe thy foul; it is 


thou alſo that muſt bear the blame. It 


made Cain, (in a ſpiritual ſenſe) ſtark 
mad to conſider that he had not looked 


to his brother Abel's foul. How much 


tore will it perplex thee, to think that 
thou hadſt not a care of thy own? And 


if this will not provoke thee to beſtir thy- 
ſelf, think again, 


3. That if thou wilt not run, the peo- 


ple of God are reſolved to deal with thee 
even as Lot dealt with his wife, that is, 


leave thee behind them. It may be thou 


haſt got à father, mother, brother, &c. 
going poſt-haſte to heaven, would'ſt thou be 
willing to be left behind them? Surely no. 


Again, 4. Will it not be a diſhonour to 
thee, to ſee the very boys and girls in the 
4 . to have more wit than thyſelf 5 
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It may be the ſervants of ſome, as the 
horſe-keeper, plough-man, ſcullion, &c. 
is more Jooking after heaven than their 
maſters. I am apt to think ſometimes, 
that more ſervants than maſters, that more 
tenants than landlords, will inherit tha 
kingdom of heaven. But is not this a 
ſhame for them that are ſuch? I am per- 
ſuaded you ſcorn that your ſervants ſhould 
ſay that they are wiſer than you in the 
things of this world; and yet I am bold 
to ſay, that many of them are wiſer than 
ou in the things of the world to come, 
Which are of greater concernment. 


| ExposTULATION: | 


Well then, Sinner, W ſay' lt thou: 
Where is thy heart? Wilt thou run? 
Art thou reſolved to ftrip? Or art thou 
not? Think quickly man, it is no dal- 
lying in this matter. Confer not with 
fleſh and blood; look up to heaven, and 
ſee how thou like? ; it; alſo to hell, (of 
which thou may'ſt underſtand ſomething 1 
in my book called, A few Sighs form Helly _ © 


r 


| 4 „ 
or, the groans of a damned foul, which I 
wiſh thee to read ſeriouſly over), and ac- 
cordingly devote thyſelf. If thou doſt not 
know the way, , inquire at the word of 
God. If thou want company, cry for 
God's Spirit. If thou wanteſt encourage - 
ment, entertain the promiſes, But be ſure. 
thou begin betimes; get into the way; 
run apace, and hold out to the end, and 
the Lord give thee a proſperous journey. 
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K K. Jon HONG was 75 . 
Elſtow! in the county of Bedford, 8 


| within a little mile of that town, in the 5 
ce of honeſt, but very poor . 
is 0 leine deine n men and de picable, oY 


(his, 2305 oY trade a, mender of pots or 
kater vulgarly called à tinker; ). that, [ : 

know. not in whom the words of the great. 
apoſtle, to the Gentiles, in bis firſt cha- 
ter of the. fiſt epiſile to the Corinthians, 1 
were more fully exe mplined, | than in Mr. 
J e NAG Lak are 8 5 For 


o 


1 


you ſee your calling, brethren, how that | 
not many. wiſe men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called; 


but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 


the world to confound the wiſe; that no 
fleſh might glory in his preſence: And 
this he himſelf was ready upon all occaſi- 


ons to own, that God might have the bl 
glory of his own grace; for tho'-his ori- 


ginal and birth was but poor and deſpiſed, 
pet it pleaſed God to chooſe him before 
many others to be an inſtrument for the 
bringing of many ſouls unto God: And 
that the grace of God that was given to 
him may be the more exceedingly mag. 
nified, we will give ſome brief account of 
what he was before the 135 of God ap- : 
"uw to him, 
His parents took care to give bim that 
learning, that was ſuitable to their mean. 
condition, bringing him up to read 
and write; but ſo great was his natural 
depravity, and his proneneſs to all evil, 
that he quickly forgot both, being only wiſe 
to do evil; but to do or Jearn that _— | 
was good he had no heart or knowled; : 
vs TR It ih ne c tas A 


var 3 e lying ang mY 


wickedneſs; iolompch, that, 3: tem 
Ihave heard bim ſa Ps with grief of 1 
be. was a Towgrfinner; that is, to tay, 
One notoripully., icked, by all the town 
Where he lived: Yet. ney not his conſci, 
ence ſeared. : 


But aro ig, ing WA this SEA SP 


of his, God did not utterly leave him, but 


followed him ſometimes, with,convitions, 
and. Keene with judgments, but yet 

in them a mixture of metc yer 
At one time he fell into a creek of the ſea, 
and, narrowly eſcaped drowning; and at 
another time fell out of a, boat into. Bed- 


ſuch as ha 


ford river, but there he as alſo preſerved, 


tho with difficulty: But, alas! it w 8 


| neither .marcy: nor judgment that. 


| yokavakehbin, for dehad given uphimſe | n I 
to the, loe of ſin, and after it he was 3 
ſolved, to go on, whatever rubs he 5 EY 


with in the; ways 4 +. 4 
Vet God 


WF or angther: As one day being 


with. his e en voice ag a 


pheming, that. he, had. very fe. equals in 


ee 


leſt not himbelf x os wit- 3 : 
neſs. in his joul, often checking him in one 3 


/ 


\ > YE * 5 * 
 farted ls heaven, into his foul, hag 
Wilt thou Jeave mT fins, and go to h 
ven; or have th ns, and go to hell? 
This put him ind ſuch A donterng ee 
that he immediately left the ſport, ani 
- Tooking up to heaven, he thought he ſaw 
the Lord Jeſus lobking down upon him, 
and threatening him with ſome prievous 
| puniſhments for his 'ungodly practices: 

But fee the wiles of ae No ſooner 
had this made ſome impreſſion in is mind 
but the devil 4 to him, That he 
had been a great an d grievous fihner, and 
that it was now too late for Him to look 
after heaven, for Chriſt would not forgive 
bim, nor pardon His tranſgreſſions. And 
this was no other than the devil's' uſual 
ptactice, firſt, for to draw ſinnets to com- 
mit all iniquity with greedinefs, and then 
to perſuade them thete is 0 hope of mer- 

cy left, that thereby the finner may be 
prevailed with to go on in ſih: And this 
was the effect that this ſuggeſtion drei o 
Mr. Bunyan; who fooking upon himſelf 
one that had finfied beyond the reach 
Gin 11 70 thought within himſelf that He 
would take- his fill of finz it being the on- 

3 2 


1 


th pleaſure he was | ever like to 1 


yet theſe: 


derful operation of the Holy Spirit were 


pleaſures, of fin, thro''the won» - 


ſo often embittered' to him, chat he could 
take but little ſatisfaction in them. Thus 


the labour of the natural man, or man be- 


fore eonverſigh; doth but weary Rim be. 
Cauſe he knoweth hot ee Way tothe city : 


of God, Eeeliſ. x. ij. „cid if 
Once being going off in the full earcer 
- ſin, and belching* out oaths like the 
madman that Solomon ſpeaks of, who 
ſcatters abroad, "firebrands, arrows, and 
death, he was reproved ſeverely by a wo- 
man who was a notorions ſinber herſelt, 
who told him that he w as the uglieſt ell 
for ſwearing that ever ſhe heafd 5 
life; and that by bis doing thus, he 
able to ſpoil all the youth in the town. Wi 
they came bur into his company. This 
reproof coming from ſuch a woman, whom 
he knew to be very wicked and ungodly, 
fill'd him with ſecret ſhame; and/wrought 
mote with him than many that bad been 
_ Liver hic before by 
and podly; and made him wiſh that be 
had never r known. what it was * a. 
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eee 200 oa 1 3 of love. 


With it, ang from; that She forward: even 
£ much to refrain from it „ 


In a little time aftet he fell into the 


company af a por man bat made pro- 


eſſion of geligion, whole diſcoutſe of re-. 


ligion, and; of the ſcriptures, o affected 
bim that be betqok himſelf to reading 


the Bible, eſpecially, the hiſtorical part 
thereof, hut was yet ignorant both of the 
corruption and depravit y of his. nature, 
and by a neceſſaty conſequence, of the 
e and worth of Jeſus Chriſt to. ſave 
m. a VVV 
However, this prod uc'd ele too 
mation, both; in his words and life; and 
be now was fallen into a kind of legal reli- 
| gion! working for life, and making up a 
righteouſneſs for himſelf thereby; ſo that 
© while he thought he kept the command 
ments he had comfort; but when at fome- 
times he broke any of them, then his con- 
ſcience was full of guilt and trouble; but 
then upon his ſorrow. and repentance he 
beal'd himſelf again, and thought thereby 
he wall _ . amen 94 al Was 
ee co . 
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time taking him . 
and wondering 2 at his reformation. Tho? 
indeed all that time he Was as far from 
the way of life, as when he was the moſt 
prophane; tho as himſelf phraſes it, his 
| 4 00 
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And ile he ae fol fanie time, 
very near a. year, his neighbours. all that 
ra very good man, 


life and manners was as re- 
markable as for a Tom of Bedlam 1 to be- 


: come a ſober man. 


N now thoſe that ſpoke nil of kim N 
before, began to praiſe and .commend 


him; which, otwithſlanding his xefor- 


mation, puff g þ im up with pride, and ; 


: fill'd him FI hypocriſy, 


But alas bis Was but lopping off the 7 


branches of {in whilſt the root of unre- | ” 


generacy remains Not long after the 


. rovidence Ti od ſoorder'd it, that Mr. + & * 
8 n Bedford to work. upon 


un yan we 


his n (Re his father's trade, a 
taker), and happen'd there to hear three 
or four poor omen, who. where fitting 
in tbe un, diſc ourſing together. about 5 
things of God; Which ,caus'd. bin 
| ding near t to them, for he Was 1 

Amy | biker b a 8 [ 


der of 


1 8% 


N "6 13 5 3 
reli gion; but when he had heard them 5 
ie as himſelf confelled, he heard in- 


deed, but he underſt 201 
ſpoke. of things above h 
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been refreſhed, comforted and ſupported 
againſt the wiles of the evil one, in par- 
ticular, and told each other by which they 
had been afflicted, and 37 they were 


born up under his affaults;, He heard 


them, likewiſe diſcourſe of the wretched-' 


neſs of their own hearts, and f. their un- 
belief; and contem tip Lg abhoring 
their own ri ;hteoulnefſs,” as Ktthy and in- 
+.» ſufficient to'do them any odd. And all 
this appeared to him th. e ſpoken with 
ſuch pleaſantneſs of fifbbedlanguage, 
and with ſuch an appearance of 5 in 
all they ſaid, that they ſeern'd to him as 


if they had found a new world! or as, 3 


they were people that dwelt alone, a A 


were not to be N e 1 3 


SELL 7 


neighbours, * 40 — "My 


not, for they 

s reach; diſcour- 
ſing of the new- birth, and ihe work of Yi 
God on their hearts, 400 how they were 
convinced of their miſerable ſtate by na- 
ture; talked how God had viſited” their 
ſouls with his love i in the Lord Jeſus, and 
with what words and promiſes they had 


35 he began to feel ſome unuſual agitations | 
| Himſelf that his condition was not fo good 


5 his thoughts about religion and ſalvation, 
the new-birth never ente red into his mind, 


and treachery of his own wicked heart: 


all underſtand what Satan's temptationss _Þ 
were, nor how they were 1 to be withſtood 1 


. 200d women miglitily affected him; and 
made bim very deſtrous to hear further 


company of thoſe people: for God hae 
touched his heart by their diſcourſe, and % 8 
he could not ſtay away. And ſo intent 4 

"Was his mu een! the knowledge of ele = 


95 * 241! 220 83 9 1 n 1 * e TU! N 20 


5 72 15 83 Jr 
AN was upon this diſcourſe of theirs that 
in his own heart, and to be conſcious to 
as he had thought it to be; becauſe in all + _ | F 
but found it was a thing he wholly was f 
a ſtranger to, and unacquainted with; 8 


nor did he ever know the comfort of a2 
word or promiſe, nor the deceitfulneſs 


and as for ſecret thoughts, he had never 
taken any notice of them, nor id he at 
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or reſiſted, ht A ee It 
But pos en this dlſeourſe of then „ 


of theſe things; and therefore he made 
it his buſineſs to be going often into the 
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[ thingks 4 his bent was like the berte. BY 
leech at the vein, ſtill crying out, Give, 
give, Prov. xxx. 15. And now nothing 
but the revelation of the myſtery of faith 
in his own heart, could ſatisfy him, for 
his whole ſoul was ſo fixed on eternity, and 
the things of the kingdom of God, ſo far 
as he knew, that neither. pleaſures not 
WM * profits, perſuaſions nor threats, could make 
bim let go his hold; infomuch that 1 
have heard him ſay, That it would then 
L Have been as difficult at that time to have 
3 taken his mind from heaven to earth, as 
he found it often es n it from earth 
to heaven. 
But after divine grace had been qhue 
kindled in his heart, the devil firove hard, 
by divers winds of temptations, to blow 5 
8 it Out, again, cauſing him to make ſeveral 
Eh  objeftions 2gainſt himſelf, as, that he was 
\ Callaway, and one that had no faith; and 
nmaver could have any, becauſe he was not 
DOTS Slendeck 1 eh ts | 
1 8 4 long time 8 ek very : 
Y 8 FS yk ren as I. ſaid before, and 
1 Ade things there were that the tenpter 
8 e uſe of to my bim; one © great OO, 3 
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if 5 a 15 
Was, the eveltionii of his faith; ; having 5 
frequently ſuch thoughts as theſe injects — OO 
into his mind, how if you want faith? {nn 
And how can you tell if you have faith? ? 
| This put him to great perplexities: He 
DES. | Knew not that he had it, and yet without 
| It he ſaw he was like to periſh for ever. 
So that tho? at firſt he was willing to 
overlook it, yet conſidering of how great 
moment it was for him to be ſatisfied = 3 
therein, he wis willing to put himfelf upon Poe - 
the trial, whether he had faith or no. 
But while he was conſidering how'he ' - * 
ſhould make a ſatisfactory trial of this 
matteßz the tempter ſought to gain an ad. 


| _ vantage upon him, coming in with this 
deluſion, that there was no way for bim 
1 to try whether he had faith bur trying to ⁵é 


work ſome miracle; nor wanted he ſcripʒ⁊:epp 
| teure to back it, for as he perverted the) © 
= ſoriptures, when he tempted our bleſſed © y 5 
Lord, ſo did he alſo the word of our : i 
bleſſed Saviour, in tempting this his 
ſervant, urging, Mat. xv ii. 20. If ye hña se 
faich as a grain of muſtard-ſeed,' e hal! 

1 ſay unto this mountain, remove hence to 
vonder 72 7 85 it ot remove pwr; ale „ 
5 2 £4366 1% 4 3 | $67 „ bt? OY 9 5 ; +I 
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thing ſhall * impoſſible to you. | This 
temptation proceeded ſo far, that one day 
Mr. Bunyan being between Elſtow and 
Bedford (the temptation being then hot 
upon bim to try his faith by doing ſome 
miracle) he was about to ſay to ſome 
puddles that where then in the horſe- pad, 
Be dry; and juſt as he was going to ſpeak, 
this thought came into his mind, pray 
firſt, that God would make you able; 
and when he was about ſo to pray, he 
he had ſome ſecret impulſe that prevail'd 
with him not to put his faith upon trial. 
And ſo he continued for ſome time at a 
; 1 0 loſs, not ee, heiner he ad 
Bu after he had paſſed many Jang in 
; this diſconſolate ftate, it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther of mercies to ſhine upon his foul, by 
that bleſſed word, Luke. xiv. 22, 23. 
Compel them to come in, chat my houſe | 
may be filled; And yet there is room: 
Pneſe laſt words gave him abunddant con- 
ſolation, and were a full anſwer to Satan's 
1 ſuggeſtions, that the day of grace waypaſt, 


; Many, more, were bis, temptations; at + 
. angry times, and on divers occaſions; but 


5 delivered him out or: them 5 4 


1 laſt FR * feet' in 2 1 1 fling ; 
dis foul with joy and gladneſs. 


About the year 1653, he was s baptiz'd, 


"ne admitted a member of the church at 


Bedford, who baving had experience of 


the grace of God that was in him, ant 
| how eminently God had fitted him for 

the work of the miniſtry, he was earneſtly "Hm 

deſired by the congregation to commu- 

nicate to them thoſs > Ws 
which God had bleſſed bim; he at firſt _ 
very modeſtly excuſed himſelf, out ef 'x 
ſenſe of his own weakneſs and indbility's 
| but being further preſſed unto it by them, 
be conſented; but thto' his baſhfulneſs, 
did ar firſt decline a publick aflembly, and 


ſpiritual gifts with 


diſpenſed bis gift only in private ämöng 


friends; but it was with as much life and 


power, and ſo excerdingly to their ediſ- 


_ cation, that they could not but give thanks 
tothe Fatherofimercies forthe great oy $.- 
$ upon him. 5 
After this, When ſöme of the e 
I pation was ſent for” into the ghd; oo f 
reach, they deſired Mr. Bunya — 
long ik: them; which 'ccordingly*' She {ci Rl 


he had beſtowed 


_ did; and by their periuaſivnihd exerciſe 


alto go a- : 


N Sir (but ſtill * ang | 1s. 6. 
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good people where he came; which they 
alſo received with. rejoicing at the mercy. 
of God ſhewed towards him, profeſſing 
their ſouls very greatly edified thereby. 
At the ſeſſions he was indicted for an 
Wbolder and maintainerofunlawful afſem- 5 
blies and conventicles, and for not con- 
forming to the Church of England. Mr. 
Bunyan was a man of free and open ſpi- 
rit, and would not diſſemble to ſave bi | 
ſelf, eſpecially, in his: Mafter's cauſe, and 
= frankly owned his being at a meeting, 
= and preaching; to the people, and that he 
was a diſſentet from the eftabliſhed wor- 
ſhip,. acknowledging (as the apoſtle Paul 
hath. done before him) that after the way 
= Which they called heieſy, ſo worſhipped 
be the God of his fathers., The juſtices 
took this open and plain dealing with 
them for à confeſſion. of the indictment, | 
and ſentenced him to perpetual baniſh- | 
C ment, becauſe, he refuſed to conform, in 
purſuance of an act made by the then 
parliament, Upon which he was again 
committed to priſon; where, tho' his 
ſentence of baniſbment was never execu- 
3 18505 him, yet be 77 kept! 1 1 
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for twelve years together; . that 


tedious impriſonment in an uncomforta- 


ble and cloſe priſon, and ſormetimes un- 
der eruel and 'opprefiive goalers, with that 


Chriſtian patience, and preſenceiof | mind 


as became a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſuch 2 cauſe 48 he was engaged in, nd 


ſuffered for. Ant MW 394 fad effi, C1 


But the“ his enemies ſtirred up there, 


to were very many] yet were they with - 
held by a divine power. from executing 
_ the ſentence of his baniſhment: For Got: 

had other work for him to do in England c 


And when his bonds and impriſonment, 


chto' the over. ruling providence of that 


God who is both wonderful in- counſel 
and excellent in working, tended much 


to the furtherance of the goſpel, and wy 
bis ſufferings, here, he confirmed and 
fealed the truth which. before te had 
preached. (7 Wa nne wo... - 

It was by ile bn viſte in pin 


that l firſt ſaw him, and became ac quant? 


ed with him, and I muſt profeſs, 1 code 
not but look upon him te be a man of 
an excellent ſpirit; zealous for his Ma- 


tter's honour, and cheerful) 7 e 
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all his own. concernments unto God's 
diſpoſal. When I was; there, there were 
above ſixty diſſanters beſides himſelf there, 
taken but a little before at a, religious, 
meeting at Kaiſtoe; in the county of Bed- 
ford, beſides two eminent diflenting mini- 
"fees, to wit, Mr. Wbeeler, and Mr. 
Bun, both well known in Bed fordſhire, 
(tho' long ſince wich God) by Which 
means the priſon was very much crowded;; 
yet in the midſt of that hurry, which fo; 
many new comers occaſioned, I have 
heard Mr. Bunyan both preach and pray: 
with that mighty ſpirit of faith, and ple- 
rophory of divine aſſiſtance, that has made 
me ſtand and wonder. FORE FE e045" „ hex 4 
Nor did he, while he was in priſon, 
ſpend: his time in a ſupine and careleis 
manner, nor eat the bread of idleneſs; 
for there have I been witneſs, that his 
own hands have miniſtred to bis and his 
family's neceſſities; making many hun- 
dred groſs of long tagg d laces, to fill up 
the vacancies of his time, which he had 
learned for that purpoſe ſince he had been 
in priſon, There alſo] ſurveyed hjs library, 
the wy #4 yer the beſt that « cer I faw, 


35 % TR 
conſiſting, only of two books, 3 bibſe, 
andi the book of martyrs. And guting bis 

impriſonment (ſince I bave ſpoke of his 
library) he writ ſeveral excellent and uſe- 
ful treatiſes, particularly, the Holy City, 
Chriſtiad Behaviours the Reſurrection. ol 
the Dead, and Grace abounding to the 


chief Sinners; with ſeyeralothetrs. „ by 


. | I cannot leave the ſubject of his impri- 


ſonment, till I have given the, reader. a 1 


taſte; of his experiences there: Hen pro- 
feſſed he never had ſo great an inlet alt 
is life into the word of God as then. 
hoſe. ſcriptures. that he ſaw nothing in 
befor e, were, when in priſon, made to 
ſhine. upon him. Jeſus Chriſt alſo was 
never- more real and apparent to him. 
than then, for there, ſaid he, I bave ſeen 
bim and felt him indeed. And that word, 
2 Het. ii. 16. We, have not preached un- 
to you cunningly deviſed: fables,” was a 
bleſs 
ſometimes been ſo carryed. up above all 


<4 


q word unto, him there; he has ar 


feats and temptatians that he has been 


able to laugh at deſtruction, and to fear 
neither the horſe nor his rider. There it 
was that God gave him ſweet and pte- 
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G uns nie de; 
and, of deing witk Jeſus in another world. 
Yea, theie'] Itwas thavhe . 6 
_ very!tettiptation- Oo food him, and 

abel de temp pter. N * 15% e „ 
But — all this, he ſound 
he was 2Mianiooingaed with infirmities,” 
and that a cencernment for his poor wiſe 
and children would now and then bethruſt - 

ing iu the parting from whom would be 
to himlike che pulling of his fleſls from 


tender huſband, and an indulgent fathe! 
perhaps ſomewhar to fault) — the ma 
ny miſeries; hardſhips; and the want that 
his poor family was like to meet withal 
if he ſhould be taken from them, would 


daughter Who was blind, Which lay 


the thought of ber enduring” hardſhip, 
would at ſometimes be almoſt. ready 10 


vl 2? . ** 
1 
: 
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his bones: (for he was both à loving and . 


often come into his mind, eſpecially” bis 5 


nearetr his heart than all the reſt; and 


break his heart. But he found God gra- 
1 cious to him, even in this particular alſo; 
greatly ſupporting him by theſe two ſcrip= , 
tures. Fer. xlix. 11. and Chap. xv. Ii 
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| *« ferve them alive: and let thy widows. _ 
| | © truſt in me.“ The Lord ſaid, Verily it 
ſhall go well with thy remnant; verily I 
will cauſe the % to treat hee well 
an the time of evil. 


| After this bleſſed. man "ng. ſuffered . YN 
twelve years and a half impriſonment for 
| the teſtimony; of a good conſcience, and 
ſtopt the mouths of his greateſt enemies, 
by his holy, harmleſs, and inoffenſive * 
converfation; it pleaſed God to ftir up | | 
the heart of Dr. Barlow, Biſhop of Lin- 1 
coln, to be a means of deliverance, which. 2 
mention to the Biſhop's honour. 
Alfter this being at liberty, he would _ 
frequently look back upon former delive-, 3 
|  rances, and bleſs God: of which. ſome; y 
| Were exceeding remarkable, and none 2 


more ſo than that which I am going to 
1 relate: Being a ſoldier in the parlament „5 
I army at the ſiege of Leiceſter, in the year, 
| 1645, he was drawn out to ſtand centinel, 
dut another ſoldier voluntarily deſired to 

in his room; which Mr. Bunyan con- 

| King to, he went and as he flood « cen 

tinel there, was ſhot in the head With 2. 
_ muſket- ball as died. n was 4 Wen 


K 


voerance that Mr. Ban ud often 5 
mention but never wine giving thanks | 
to God. 
The Ja at of his life "A 4. labour of 
love and charity; for a young — 
who was Mr. Bunyan's neighbour, hav= *_ 
ing fallen into the diſpleaſute of his father, 
be deſired Mr. Bunyan to be the inſtru- 
ment of making up the breach, which he 
both undertook and effected; but in his re- 
turn to London, being overtaken with ex- 
ceſſive rains, and coming unto his lodgings 
very* wet, which was Mr. Strudwick's,” 
2 grocer, at the Star upon Snow-hill, he 
far lick of a violent fever, Which he bore 
with much conſtancy and patience, teſign- 
ing himſelf up to the will of God, and de- 
fring to be diſſolved, that he might de with! 
_ Chriſt; and in this holy frame of ſpirits” 
after 4 lickneſs of ten days, he breathed 
©. - out his foul into the hands of hib bleſſed 
E Redeemer, following bis happy pilgrim 
from che city of Deftrudtion to "ide ek 
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ren debe and therefore IF — 2 9 
muſt direct you to them for the right un-“ 
| 8 det ſta ding of it: Vou have it thus, He 1 

8 came to his own; but his'own. received 5 5 
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on pie name: Which were born, n not of 
blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, norofthe 
will of man, but of God. In the words 
before you have two things. d 
Firſt, Some of his own rejecting him 
when he offered himſelf to them. | 
Sccondly, Others of his own ein 
him, and making him welcome tho 
that reject him, he alſo paſſes by; but 
thoſe that receive him, he gives them 
power to become the ſons of God, Now, 
leſt any one ſhould look upon it as good 
luck or fortune, ſays he, They were 
_ 8 © born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
==. * the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
SGSaod;' They that did not receive him, 
x they were ly born of, fleſh and blocd; _ 
| Hut thole that receive him, they have God 
to their, Father, they zeceiye the doctrine 
of Chriſt with a vehement defire, | _ 
1ſt, In ſhew you what he means by 
"blood? they that belieye are, born, of it, 
as an. heir. to; an e they 1 
born of od, not of fle ſh, nor of the wil! 
f 1 but of God; "not. Plata” that N 
| 11 not heration, i Perm b to 1 „ 
is Pinglom LE heaven by the Hell 1; 4? 9 | 


Ger ) 


| becauſe . am ihe ſon of A godly! man or 


woman, that is meant by blood, Acts xvii. 


26. He has made of one blood, all nations; e ; 


hut when he ſays here, Not of blood, he 


rejects all carnal privileges they did KO 
| boaſt of. They boaſted they were Abra. 
ham's ſeed; No, no, ſays he; it is not of I 
blood: think not to ſay you have Abra- wh 
ham to your father, you muſt be born k 
God, if you go to the kingdom of heaven. 5 
Adly, Nor of the will of the fleſh What 4 


y muſt we underſtand by that? 


Iſt. It is taken for thoſe vehemint 5 ; 


iner that are in man, to all manner 


of looſeneſs; fulfilling the defires of the 
fleſh, that muſt not be underfRtood here; 
men ale not made the childten of God 5 
by \fulfilling' their Juftful 1defires, it muſt 
be underſtood here in the beſtſenſe; thefe 


is not only in earnal men a” will to be 


vile; but there is in them a will to be faved, | 


as alſo, a will td 8⁰ to heaven: Fat 


this will not du, it Will not en 8 


man in the things of thè Kingdom of; 


natural deſires after the things of ahother 
* they are not an argument to pro se 
a man ſhall 2 to heaven "Whenever, he 
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ger 1 am not a free willer, 1 & . 
| hor it, yet there is not the 'wiekedelt 
man, bot he deſires ſome time or: Other | 


to be ſaved; be will read. ſome time 


other, or it may be pray; but this will 
: Hat do. It is not in him that wills, 
nor in him that runs, but in God that 


thews mercy.z.. there. is willing and un- 


ning and yet to vo purpoſe, Rom ix, 16. 
Iſtael Which followed after the law of 


1 righteouſneſs haye not obtained it; here 
I no not underſtand, as if the pole had 
denied a virtuous courſe. of life to be the 


way to heaven; but that a man without 
grace, though be have natural gifts, yet 

he ſhall not obtain privilege io goto hea- 
ven, and to be the ſon of God: Though 


a man without grace may have à will to 


de ſaved, yet he cannot have that will 
Socd's ways nature, it cannot know any 
wing but the things of nature the things | 
5 God knovs no man, but by the Spirit 
e and unleſs it be in yous it will leave 
Fou on this ide. the gates; of heaven; 
I Notof blood, nor of the willof the fleſh, 
d nor of the will of man, but of Gad le 
may be ſome may have a will, a de ſire that 5 
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not ſude thy child. If it was our will 1 
would doe all go fo heaven; how many | 
is there in the world that pray for their 
children, and cry for them, and ready to 
Ate,” and this will not do? God's will 
is the rule of all; it is only thro! Jeſus 
Chriſt. Which were Yor. not of the fleſl, 
© nor of the will of man, but of God.“ 
| Now come to the dodrine. | . 
Men that beliete in Jeſus Chriſt, to 
the effectual rectiving, of Jeſus - Chriſt; | 
they are born to it: He does not ſay 10 
ſhall be born to it, but they are Pies to 
born of God, unto God, and the thi 


of God, before hs tecklees God wy ! WD 


ſalvation: « Except a man be born ga 
he cannot ſee into the kingdom of 
God? now unleſs he be born of "Gol 
he cannot ſee it: Sup pole the kingdom 3 


| Aiford' it de beg le . God: Suppoſe i. 


be the goſpel, bercannot ſee it before” he g 


be. broupht into 2 ſtate of regeneration. | 
Believing is the conſeqvence of new-birth, 
2 : Nox of blood, nor of the will of Wall, 5 
but Go " HO 54,» 3. N 1811 Bal. | 


| 5 Ping; 1 win 67 500 4 clear diſtin gen 


ef it under one ſimilitade ot thro. Nee 
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before it be born into the world is in the, 
dark dungeon of its mother s womb; ſo 


a child of God before he is born again, is 
in the dark dungeon of fin, ſees nothing 


of the kingdom. of. God, therefore it is, 
Called a new birth; the ſame ſoul has love 
one way in its cartal condition, zwa 5 
| way when it is born gan. 
"Secondly, As it is compared to a birch | 
reſembling a child in his mother's womb; 


; 


ſo it is Compared to a man being raiſed 


out of the gravez, ànd to be born again, 


is to be raiſed out of the grave of ſin; 


A thou that ſſee peſt, and ariſe from 


ac* 


e dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life. 
o be raiſed from the grave of fin, it is 


| to be begotten. and born, Rev. i. 5. 


I here is a famous inſtance of Chriſt, he 


is the firſt begotten. from the dead, he 4 is 
tte firſt born from the dead, onto which, | 
gur rege neration «ludeth, that is, if you 
e be born again by ſeeking thoſe. things that 

ae. above, then n there 3 8. Gimilitude. be- | 


„ 


birch, which was. born, which! Was ele 5 


red out of this dark world, and tranſlatech 


gut of the kingdom, of this dark wWorgsg 
into the kingdom, of his dear. 59s . S 0 


2 


9 
* 


dent to ery as ſoot HN it comes into * 


God u Would. #4 ein 8 
|. Seedhdly It vor diy it dra iM 
Child to ery; but it mut ve the Urbaſt, 
88 = cannot hve withonrihe breult /thereſore „ 


apdin} and he that i WMwered from! his 
mothet's:womby'lt W 
mother 16 he that: is 
by the Spirit of God; 


ern f G0 1 AN 
HMuſt give you \ 


few conſequences ef Sb beebirth. =: 


Firſt of all, ACh fer know is 


world; for-if there ben nolſe, big 
it is dead; you that are hörn of "God, ik 
Ohriſtians,'if you de bet! ertert, there 8. 
2 3 itual life in Jae if you de born 
ou Are ot ying! 28 as ſoon 1 2.5 


hae ed you'out'dfxhe dark dungeoti . 


ſin, you cannot bat zery“té“ God,” WII 
muff I do to be ſatedf As Toon ag) et bor. 
God had touched the goxler he i 


Men and brethren, What muſt I 45 ü bE 40 


ſaved? Oh! how man ny praye yetleſs 8 
feſſors is there iti London, that nevet prapt 
Coffechouſes will dit let you'ptiy rabbi 85 
weill not ler you pray ooking gates M 
not let you pray; ere yOu Was . 5 
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bs us live à new life is to' he bark * "Y 
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1 I 805 
dorn babe, the ne w born babe deſires 
the fincere milk ofthe word; that he may 


| make it manifeſt by defiting the breaſt of 
God: do you, Jong for the milk; of the; 


ught before Jeſus Chriſt. I/. hevis 


von get the milk of Hs word into hour 
douls, ver, II. Te fuck: and be ſatisfied 


te. 


ruſe, it may be is more- fweet to bim; 
pyt if you be born again you canngt live 
i + Without the milk of 


D how loth are they it ſheuld be taken 


© From, them; minging heavenly.) things, 
3 ANF a carnal man, is but. vaniiy, but 10; « 


child of ere there is his comfort. 


* 


* « 


: forge, makes itythe true trial, of. 2 . . 
grow thereby; ißt yu be born of GO 


- promiſes? a man lines one way, when he 
85 Fot warld, Angther way when hen 


hey ſhall. ſue kf and be ſatisfied . if you 
* born again, thexe-is ho ſatisfactiom ll 


With, the, breaſts of chufolation: O what 
| #,promite) to a car gal, man i a whores - 


zed's werd, what is 
Woman S breaſt to horſe , But What 

10%. 10 a chiſd ? there is its comfort night. 
aid day, there is its ſuccour night and day: 


| : hicdly,, A child that is newly bort, if 5 
op Vogts e ee e bicp nen i 


4 


10 103 ; wy 


than it had! in derbe e it Ra 


it muſt have ſomething got for its!ſiiccont ;/ 5 
ſo Chriſt had ſwaddling clothes prepared 


for him; ſo thoſe that are born ugain mut 


have ſome promiſe of Chriſt to Keep em 
alive; thoſe that are in a carnal ſtate, r 
_ warm: themſelves with other things Burt 

thoſe that are born again, they cannot 
live. | without ſome promiſe of That ©» 
to keep them alive” as he did e the 


poor infant in Paekiel , xvii. I cbver- 


Led thee withembroided gold and Wer 


women are with child, what fine things 


will:they .ptepare for their child? Obüt 
what fine things has Chriſt prepared to 
wrap all in that ate born again! O what 
wrappings of old has Cbhriſt prepared 

again? Woes) will 


ſat all that are 


dtrteſs their ddl, that erety one in 


ſee how fine they are, ſo he in BLabiel 

. decked thee alſo with orns- 

< ments, ah Lalſoput bracelets . thine. 
and 1 

* a jewel on thy forehead, and edr- 

© rings in thine ears, and a beautiful cro-n 

she in the _ 

5 1 7525 8 f. c proſper to! nl : 


xvi. 11. 


© hand, and à chain on thy tec 


15 © upon thine head; and ſays 


SY 


BE... 


ee 6 104 ” | 
dom This. i is to ſet out nothing i in the: 
world hut the righteouſneſs: of Ohriſt, 
and. the, races of. the - Spirit, withioue: | 
which a new-born babe cannot live, un- 
leſs they have the golden een 2 
| Chet 241 138 5 RAS ien 5 
"4 7 *owrthly, A child when it is in its mo- 
ti s lap, the mother takes great delight: - 
. 10 Gar that which will be for its comfort; 
ſo it is with, God's children, they ſhall be 
kept on bis knee, Iſaiah Ixvi. 11. They; 
Hall ſugk and be ſatisfied with the breaſts 
of het conſolation. Ver. 1g. As one whom 
his mother comforteth; fo. will. I comfort 
you, Thee is a ſimilitude in theſe things 
that nobody e of, but thoſe that are! 
born again on. ö 
E — Ys! There is uſual ſome amili⸗ 
tude betwixt the;father and the child; it 
may be the child looks like the fathet: ſo 
thoſe that are born again, they have a new... 
ſimilitude, they have the image of Jeſus 
Chriſt; Gal. iv. Every one that is born of 
God bas ſomething of the features of hea · 
ven upon him; men love thoſe children 
that are likeſt them: ſo does God his chil- 
dren; therefore they are called the chils 
dren of Cod; but others do not look like 


9 
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| ehuedht of God, there they learn to cry, 
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x! | 
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Hi, therefore Fol are called Sog 
Chriſt deſcribes the children of the devil 
by their features; the children of the des 
vil his works they will do: all works 9 
1) unrighteouſnels they are the devil's works; 
if you are earthly, you have bore the i- 
mage of the earthly; if heavenly, v0 6 
| have bore the image of the heavenly, 
Sixthly, When a man has à child, he 
trains him up to his own liking, the 4 
have learned the cuſtom of their father's 
| houſe; fo are thoſe that are born of God, 
they have learned the cuſtom of the true 


My Fatber, and, My God; they are 


brought up in God's houſe, they learn | . 2 
the method and form of God's duft 5 NS 


for regulating their lives in this world. 
Seventhly, Children, it is natural for 
chen to depend upon their father for 
what they want; if they want a pair of 
| Hoes, go and tell nim, if they want bread, 
go and tell him; ſo ſhould the children f 
God do. Do you want fpiritual bread? go 
tell God of it. Do you want ſtrength of 
_ grace? alkitof God. Do you want ſtrength 
againſt Satan's ene 50 and * 
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7 God of it. When the devil tempts you, ; 
run home and tell your heavenly Father: 
57 pour out your complaints to God. 


them they go and tell their fathers; ſo do 
ttzhoſe that are botn of God, when they 
meet with temptations, go and tell God 
I l! be firſt uſe is this, to make ſtrict in- 
quity, whether you be born of God or 
not. Ex amine by thoſe things I laid down 
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is is natural to children, if any wrong 


: 


before, of a child of nature and a chiid of 


grace; are you brought out of the dark 


dungeon of this world into Chriſt? Have 
you learned to ery, My Father ? Yer. iii. 10. 


And I ſaid, thou ſhalt call me thy Father. 
All God's children are cryers; cannot you 
de quiet without a belly-full of the milk 


of God's word; cannot you be ſatisfied 


without you have peace with God! Pray: 

you conſider it, and be ſerious with yours 
ſelves; if you have not theſe marks, you 
fall ſhort of the kingdom of God, you 
hall never have an inteteſt there; thefe | 
is no inttuding: They will 'fay Lordy 


Lord, open to us, and he will ſay, 1 know! 


you not: No child of God, no heaven . 


R r 
inheritance. We ſometimes give ſome- 
thing to thoſe that are not our children, 
but not our lands. O do not flatter your- _ 
ſelves with a portion among the ſons, un- 
lefs you live like ſons; when we ſes 4 
king's ſon play with a beggar, this is un- 
becoming; fo if you be the King's ehil- 
dren, live like the king's children; if 
| you be riſen with Chriſt, ſet your Al- 
fections on things above, and not on 
things below; when you come toge- 
ther talk of what your father promiſed - 
you; you ſhould all love your Father's _ 
will, and be content and pleaſed. with the 
exerciſes you meet with in the world; 
if you are the children of God live toge- 
ther lovingly; if the world quarrel you, it 
is no matter; but it is ſad if you quarrel 
together; if this be amongſt you, tis a 
ſign of ill- breeding; it is not according to 
the rules you have in the word of God. 
Doſt thou ſee a ſoul that has the image ß. 
God in him? Love him, love him; fa, 
this man and I muſt go to heaven one day;  * 
ſerve one another, do good to one ano. 
ther, and if any wrong you, pray to Gd | 
to right you, and love the brotherhooe. 
L.aſtly, if you be the children of God. 
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a8 that WY N up Joer loins of 
Four mind as obedient children, not fa- 
/ Jhioning yourſelves according to your for- 

mer converſation, but be ye holy in all, 
manner of converſation, conſider that the 
Haly God is your Father, and let this o- 
blige you to live like the children of God, 
that you may look your Father in the 
face with comfort another day, 
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